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Pil.EFACE 

The purpose of this report is to collect all available 

data pertaining to· the advance of the 4th Armore'd Division from 

the area of the NO:aMA .. lIDY breakout to the MOSELLE River, to eva.1-

Uate the material gathered, process it, and present it in such 

form that it can serYe as a valuable basis for tesearch, study, 

and instructional material on the employment of armor in the 

penetration and exploitation. 

'1:he 4th Armored Division was selected as a subject of 

study from the armored units of the Third }.:rmy as best typifing 

the employment of armor in the penetration and exploitation, 

t~ms affording the most fertile territory from which to learn 

lessons, evaluate principles, and draw conclusions that may be 

applicable to future armored operations. 

rir~le this study is not an official document it has been 

based upon the most comprehensive and dett:._iled research of do.cu.­

ments available or obtainable, and upon the personal experiences 

and recollections of individue.ls associnted with the division dur­

ing this period. However, it must be borne in mind that the 

enormous distances cov~red with great ra:pidity, in a relatively 

short space of time, made the issuance of fragmcnt~ry orders the 

rule rather than the exception at cll levels of command up te 

corps, and often precluded the rendering of exact or de tailed 

~fter action reports by participating units. 
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Ho a tter.1pt has been _ raade in this st11dy to recount the gal­

l['..'1t ceccs of indivi~uz.ls or snall units; rather D.11 atter:ipt has 

been oade to delve into the application by the division and its 

i:.mjor units of the then accepted principles of the er.iployr:ient of 

ar.:1or with a view tO\·rard.s analyzing _ and contributing to the tactics 

oncl teclmiq_ucs of ar::iored warfare in tho :present ancl tho future. 

Considerablp difficulty was experienced in the prcparati~n 

of this report because of inconplete and sketchy infornation avail­

able on the actions of the 4tb ~ore~ Division during period covered. 

Uith the sole exception of Cor.ibat Coar.:ancL_.A.. A.iter Action Reports 

filed by units_ of the division were incor.1plcto, inaccurate, a.'1d in 

s-::-nc cnses non-existc::-it. Beca-u.se of the rapidity of acti')n, Operc.,­

ti')n Orclers of all units including Corps, e.rc lncking. Nor were 

accurate statistics available on supply and evacUD.tion. Task organi-

zati::,ns were not acc-i;..ratcl;r recorded durinG t;:iis phase, again with 

the notable exception of Co2bat Con:::and A. ·lask organization charts 

'\-!i thin tllis report are cor::pletely accurate onl:.r in the case of Cor.,­

ba t Co:-:i.Jc.nd A, Others are approxi~ations. 

The prc:!)arins; co:::.-:iittee ack:!J.owlcc1-5 cs. a..'lcl. nppreciates the 

c.ss::.st~'1ce rencerec1. by the foll".l\-.'l.ng indivicluals: :Brigadier Gen-

cre:.l :i3ruce C. Clarke , for iJEi_l{:ing available certain reports and 

histories; Lieutenant Colonels Alexander GrQhn.i-:1, Rooert M. Parker, 

Jr., .Albin F. Irzyl:, Maj o r Ral:!)l: l{. Clic::, nnc'c C2.;_::,t2..in Joh.'1 H. 

l-!cr~·iar:: for fur::-iisrcin~ eye-witness account s on,\ rccol::!.cctions; Ma­

j o r M. J. L. G!"ecnc for ;:;~'-cine; availublc naps anc'c Datcrials, and 

guidance in prcpar2. t fo1:; C':lO 3.. C. Bush for r::w.1':ing avnilable unit 

histories; anc. Miss M.:i.rb·o.rct L. L:,d:ard. for t:rpint'.; anc. stenciling. 
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CHAPTER. I 

Ih"I'RODUCTION 

During the months of August and September 1944, General 

George S. Patton, Jr's. Third U.S. Anny electrified the whole 

.Allied ~orLd by the speed and rapidity of its advance across 

NORTHE...-CUT FRANCE. Led by armored columns, including the 4th Ar­

mored Division, General Patton 1s forces pierced the German lines 

in UORMAJ:IDY and drove relentlessly forward, wreaking havoc and 

destruction on a bewildered foe. This great advance, spear­

headed by armor, bore out the importance and the necessity of 

usin6 tank units in modern war. ]y September 15, 1944, few 

people questioned the important role of armor in the successful 

waging of land warfare. The faith and perservcrance of two 

great .American soldiers, Major General Ad.na R. Chaffee and Gener­

al George S. Patton, Jr., came to fruition on the battlefields 

of FRANCE. 'i'he contribution of these t,,o men in winning World 

Wa:r II can never be exaggerated, Since 1519, and in the face of 

severe criticism and skepticism they never lost faith in the 

tcnk as a mighty and decisive we2.pon of war, nor did they ~,r2.ver 

in their role of foremost exponents of nrraored .employment "en 

rnasse". 

One of the most successful ar,~orod units in the Third 

A:rmy 1 s adv;ince w.::i.s the 4th Arr:iored Division. Many current doc­

trines ond techni~u~s of armored emplo~-rncnt stem from the exper­

iences of this division and the o.ble rne.nner in which they overcane 
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the obstacles of battle. They did much to prove that armored units 

are an essential part of the Arr:iy battle team. 

On 30 July 1944. elements of Combnt Com.~and ~, 4th Armored 

Division, seized the high ground L"U:lediately to the north of 

A'IBJJ:rCru:s (T266S). It was expected that the city, which was the ob­

jective of the 4th Ar.mored Division, would be tenaciously defended 

by the Ger.!:la!ls. This city was the key terrain and coIIllilunications 

center vital to future Allied operations. Its capture would en-

able General Patton's Third Array to break out of the beachhead 

area and into the open country of NORTHERN FRANCE with its atten-

dant possibilities of free ma!leuvcr. 

The importance of .AVRiNCE:ES as the str2.tegic gate1-ay to 

BRITTAiIT was fully recognized by both sides. To the Americans 

it w2..s the springboard from which to lau...,ch attacks to perfon:i the 

du2i missions of cutting off the ERITT:~TY FE~ITFSli"LA and then exe­

cuting a wide turning ::-iovement to the e:-:.st to outfl2..."1k the Ger.nan 

forces in NORlWillY. To the Ger::ia.ns, possession of AVRANCEES 

oeant an anchor point on which to hinge their crur.ibling lines in 

nn effort to contain the Allied invasion bridgehead. Further, 

the Ger~ans well knew the h~zards to thewsclves of <:.n A~ericnn 

arDored brea..~through at this point. 

Gen Lt. Bodo zV. Zi::mer~, Chief of Opert'.tions, OE FEST, 

recounted after the we.r that the G2rr;;~:ms felt t~t if the .Amcri-

CQ.!ls gained entr.:mce into :E_RII''.J Al·!Y near the EJ,.Y of MO:!-TT ST. 

MICE:EL (..:.V?_;NCHES) the bnttle in NGRH~:;})Y 1:10uld be ho::::ieless for 

OE \ES'.i', 11dcspi te i'll so.crifices" . 1 

2 
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On 31 July 194u~ eleoents of the 4th Ar~ored Division 

cc.ptured ,a'VRA}!~S mtcr a short but bitter fight, du.ring which the 

Ger::Jans launched a fierce counterattack \·:hich teoporarily placed 

the issue in doubt ruld nearly engulfed the heanqu,_-u-ters of Brigadier 

Gcnernl Holoe s E. Dager 1 s Combc.t Col!lLla.D.d E. General Dager per­

sonc.lly organized ruld led an .Aoerican counterattack force, which in­

cluded soae of his headq'Uc'.rters personnel, that repelled the eneny 

und broke the back of the German assault. AVR.iu~CEES vas then quick­

ly secured nnd 2000 prisoners tnken. For this action General Dager 

• 2 
was awnrded the DSC (GO 60

1 
Rq TUSA). 

Although Gernan resistance at AVRiu~ClBS wcs expected to 

be bitter, nnd for n day it was, the amored attack swept through 

this key city and seized inte.ct crossings of the tactically inpor­

tnnt LA SEE and LA SELL'l:r.E Rivers. The _¼!Jerica::s huve often attri­

buted the seizure of these vitnl crossings to the speed and dash of 

our attac.t;: and the attainsent cf surprise. '\"Tithout Iilinir.iizing our 

efforts ttis is only partly true. The Gerr.w.ns were in µ:.rt aware 

of the situation but in large !!lee.sure were u11·able to react due to 

the disintegration of their units. 

Generc.1 Elfclc.. t, who took corn.:c..:i.nd of the Ger::ian LX..XXI'V 

Corps holdi::J.g the AVF_t.lTC:U::S sector on 2S Jdy 1944, stated that 

his corps, cor.iprising t~e rCDnc.nts of seven divisions, wcs in a 

state of confusion and uncblc to □ove because the Allied air forces 

c'aooinated the arec. . . D:XXIv Ccrps w2.s u....-1c.blc to hold a continuous 

fro:::t .:-.s sor.10 of the -:1..i visions }-,...2.d only about three hundred. info.n­

try left and the artillery was such d.cplctcd. 3 
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Expecting the attachoent of the full-strength 116th Panzer 

Division to use as a counter-attacking unit to relieve the pressure, 

General Elfeldt ordered all troops .south of the LA SEE River near 

AVIulliCHES to defend the south bank while the troops to the enst 

woro to defend in place until the 116th Panzer Division arrived 

that night. Unfortunately for General Elfcldt the 116th Panzer Di-

vision never arrived v.s it \l.•as diverted. to C"..nothcr danger point 

while on the way. 
4 

Gener~l 3:1.fcldt goes on to state tmt on the 1st and 2d 

of August he w~s reinforced. by t~o nearly full strength ~ivisions 

nnd the detoured 116th P2.11zer Division. LXJ:XIV Corps hac1. orders to 

hcl.t n further breakthrou.e;h between BlIBSCY (T4220) and VIRE (T6341) 

,['.lld to delny tee expected A!:lericc.n thrust southe['.stwards from 

AVR.Al-ICKSS, as po\•;erful counterthrust wns to be nn1e by panzer corps, 

under Gcnernl Von Funk. This .... .'.'.S subscq_ucntly reinforced, to pro­

vide a counter-stroke of larger sen.le, by ell the tunks that could 

be ondc nvnilo.ble froo Genernl :sberbc.ch' s 5th Po..nz-er Aroy. ~ents 

were not to favor General Von Fu."lk, however, bcc2.use !n.felcH I s 

forces Qid not hold nnd fell back to the east under pressure. The 

4th A.mored Division wus now ooving swiftly to the south, leaving 

the immobile and U.'"lll[l.ppy :Slfcld t fc.r to their re2.r, out"fla"lked o.nci 

outs;:iartcd. In his postwar re□e.Iks the h().plcss 6 eneral told E. R. 

Liddell Bart thc.t t:he .Ar;ericnns -,.,ere not "to.ct ic2lly cl ever"; tr..nt 

U.S. First Arny troops I!lissed severe.I subscq_-.ient cli..,,nces of cutting 

off his corps henc1_q_u,__crters. 5 One does not h:-.vc to be a c:1.eep stu-

dent of gr2.t.c. str,atcgy to see thnt Gcncrnl Elfclc1.t vie,..,ed the problera 

5 



with the small solution while the AmericD.ns wcro employing the large 

or dcci~ive solution. _Genercl. El.feldt' s wnr cncor.ipussed but ~ lit­

tle bH of NORM/iNDY while the Americans vicwccl. their battleground 

o.s o.ll of NORTHERN fRANCE. 

With the fall of AVRANCHES, Colonei (lnter :Brigadier Gen­

eral) l3ruce C. Clo.rke 1 s Col!lbat Command A•·· 4th .linl.ored Division 
_,,...... 

passed through anQ around other elements of the division, seized 

crossings over the LA SEE and~ SELUNE Rivers, nncl prepared to 

continue the advance southward rigainst the cneoy. · While General 

:Elfeldt was puttering nround with plans and fretting over rein­

forcements, it was this same Combat Cot1IJD.nd that acted ann lunged 

far to the south in :BRITTANY during the first two days of August. 

Thus was the way opened for the 4th Arnored Division, led 

by Combnt Coooand A,to break clear of organized Gcrnnn resistance 

ond cmbnrk on nn exploitive advance u.ncquclcd in history. In but 

a oonth, the 4th Aroore~ Division swept over 1000 niles before 

grinding to a halt on the banks of the MOSELLE River. This his­

toric advance carried the□ from the COTENTIN Peninsula on the 

EUGLISH CH.iiliiNEL southward to LORIENT on the .A.TLJ'J-1TIC Ocean, thence 

el:'.stward across ·the bre£'.c1th of FRANCE to_ the MOSELLE River. One 

cun only speculate how ouch ferther the division ony have gone to­

ward the Geroan Fntherlo..nd bnd not the .Aneric.:i.n SUPPlY lines 
' 

collapsed from strain anr. overextension. 

Prior to the invc.sion of EUROPE consic'i.crnblc debnte and 

c·ontroversy had. t:::.ken place among experienced nili tary oen anc. 

tncticians concernin6 the ability of arcor to operate effectively 
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against stubborn German resistan~e on a continental land mass and 

where the enemy would hnvc lnrgc troop formations and interior lines 

of coomunications. Those who had little faith in armor pointed out 

thnt the Gernnn o.rmor successes , against .the French in 1940, were 

made possible by the -demoralized condition of FRANCE and her armies, 

-and by the 1-ack of-modern and sufficient weapons and equipment. 

However, thoso in command bad cleo.rly ovru.u..~ted the situa­

tion and their decision to· employ armor wns never to be regretted. 

The employment of nrmored d~visions to penetrate and then to exploit 

ennbled our forces to score a series of lightning odvances and vic­

tories that surely sn.ved us oany casualties and_ti.ne in the prosecu­

tion of the Europcnn Cc.opaigns. 

To evcluntc properly the decision of higher coonanders to 

e~ploy an arnored division·in the initi...~l penetration and exploita­

tion wd the subsequent gigo.ntic exploitntion the width of Europe's 

second largest land i.ilD.s s , it is necessary to understand the stra­

tegic nnd tacticn.l situation existing at the time and the forerun­

ning events that led up to the 4th Arnored Division breakout, 

supported by others, at AVRlu"ifCHES .. 

. 6 
THE EN:.™Y 

(Enemy Forces and Plc!.D. of Defense) 

In May 1944, o~e month prior to the Anglo-American invasion 

of NOBMAlIDY, G€rGany 1 s war loaders felt confident that the Nazi 

wur oachine could hurl back any attack on the western portion of 

"Fcstu.ng Europa". Although the Geroans rc~lized the Western Allies 

would launch a full scale invasion fron the British Isles socetine 
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in the near future, they still considered the Russian Arny the 

greatest threat to the homelnnd. 

In expectation of the lllpencling invasion the Gcr~nn Stra,­

tegic War Plans of 1944,. cnlled for assuming the defensive on the 

Russian Front and in ITALY,. while defeating the Allies in Western 

Europe •. It was their intention to thrust the invaders bnck into 

the sea from whence they came or at the very lenst to contain them 

inn limited beachhcn.d area. A quick decision in the west would 

dispel the danger on that front for some months to cooe nnd would 

enable the grec.t bulk of the Wehmacht to be c.r:iployed against the 

Rus sicl!ls. 

Although the German Ground Forces of May 1944, were not 

the able force they were in 1942, there were still 6,000,000 

troops available formed into 320 divisions, logistical ele□ents, 

and head.quarters, as shown in Table 1. 

50 Panzer and Panzer Grenac.ier Divisions 
200 Infnntry Divisions, Offensive Type 
70 Infantry Fortress Divisions 

__ Corps~ Arny, GEQ, and S.O.S. 
320 Divisions, all types 

600,000 
2,4oo,ooo 

700,000 
2,300,000 
6,000,000 

T.ABLE 1 - Cor;iposition 0f Ger::ian Army, May 1944 

troops 
II .·-., 

II 

It 

It should be noted now that the strength of a Gern:m Panzer 

Division at the beginning of the war was 15,000 officers an~ nen and 

400 tanks. The 1944 ecition of the sa.oe division contnined only 8 -

12; 000 officers anc'. !:lcn nncl 200 tanks. Other types of <'l.ivisions had 

decreased in about the snne proportions of strengths~ 
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The dispositions of Gernan trt')ops ct this tuie (Table 2) 

points up Gernnn thinking concerning n western invnsit'\n: nnd the 

necessity for quickly repelling such an atteo:pt. Surely_oore troops 

were stationed in FRANCE ond the Low Countries thn.n required by. 

occupntion nl.one. 

FRONr 

Russian Front, including Filil!..AlID 
FRANCE and the Low Countries 
ITALY 
HI.IliTGARY, YUGOSLAVIA, end ALBANIA 
GREECE, CRE.rE, AEGEAN ISLANDS 
NORWAY •• 
DE11MABK 

DIVISIONS 

195 
59 
25 
15 
10 
12 
4 

320 

TABLE 2 - Gcrnnn Arny Troop Dispositions - Mny 1944. 

The Geroan Air Force of June 1944, \·Tc'..S in a rather dis- 1 

estrous shape, though by no means defunct. Four years of war had 

taken its toll of Gernan air oight, nncl though st_ill cnpr-ble of 

sporadic attacks, the Lu:ft'"•affe ·,m.s no longer cap2.ble of organized 

r-nd sustained operations in the\race of the Allied Air Forces. · . 

Estimates of the size nnd disposition of the Gerr.11:m Air Force in 

June 1944, are ~s shown in Table 3. 

9 



FRONT 

Western Front (including GEIW..ANY) 
GE3MANY n.nd Central EUROPE 
Mediterranean Area 
Russion Front 

}To. AIRCRATI' 

1300 
1600 

700 
1700 
5300 

T.AJ3LE 3 - Disposition of German Air Force, June 1944 

The above examination of Geroany1s overall Army and Air 

Force sitU.:).tion indicate to what extent she was still capable of 

resisting any invasion attempts or of containing an invasion. 

Opposed by 59 German divisions in FRANCE and the Low Countries, 

how then were the nuoericnl.ly inferior Allies able to launch a 

successful seaborne invasion and later to overrun the German for­

ces so rapidly with such disaster to the Hitlerites. 

At this tine there were twri Gerr.inn Arny Groups in FRli.NCE 

I 
! 
l 
I 

n.nd the Low Countries (Figure 2), Groups E_ nnd Q, under the overnl.l 

conn..".Ild of Field lfarshal Gerd V-:m Rund.stedt, who was considered one 
·-

of the ablest officers in the Gernan Arny • .f..J::?Jy Group B~ coomanded 

by Field Marshal Erwin Rol!ll'Jel, included .the Seventh Arny in the 

:BRITTi,,HY PENINSULA nren., and the Fifteenth .1:.:rmy clong the Channel 

Coast. These two arsi~s were coDI:landcd by Gcnercls Dall~an and 

S[cilluth, respectively. The strength of Arny Group B was about 42 

divisions. il.ro:y Group G, CO!J!Janded by Field. l-~rs:::.al Blaskawi tz, 

included the First i,:r;;,y in the BISCAY coc.st area, :i.ncl. the Nineteenth 

),:rr2y in the valley of the RH011E. First Ar□y wn.s u.nc''.er the c00.:.1n.nd 

of General Obstfeld.er =:nd the Nineteenth under General Sodenstern. 
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Altho~h the 59 divisions of Von ~undstedt 1 s command were 

distributed throughout the 225,000 square miles of three ~estern 

European countries, the Germans felt that the highly developed rail 

and highway systems would enable speedy concentration under any 

conditions. Even should the Allies succeed in securing a solid 

beachhead the German High Command felt that on the basis of past 

performance counteroffensive forces could quickly drive the Anglo­

Americans into the Channel. 

THE .ALLIES7 

gonths before the actual invasion took place the Allied 

planning staff completed the essential features of the general plan, 

including the choice of the landing area and t:he troop and equip­

mont requirements. The overall plan contemplated four principle 

phases as follows: 

1. Preliminary Phase - or softening up period. Every 

means would be employed such as air bombardment, propaganda, po­

litical and economic pressure, and sabotnge, to soften the enemy. 

Special emphasis was to be placed on the destruction of the German 

Air Force. 

2. Assault Phase - Establishncnt of the beachhead. 

3. Follo,•·-:up and build-up phase t o ext-cnd the beachhead, 

seize the port of CE:E3.BOlB.G, and cover airfield construction. 

4. Break Out and sweep to the F.?.st. 

The thi r d phase, t-he follow-up and build-up phase, which 

was the forerunner of the breakout, took 48 dnys fro!:! 6 June to 
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24 July. Fighting was hard and vicious as the German Army fought 

a tenacious battle. first to repel the invasion• then to contain 

it. Although Allied casualties,werc high (115,665 from D-Day to 

20 July) their achievements.were great. These included (1) a suc­

cessful landing on a hostile shore and the penetration of Hitler's 

fo.rned Atln.ntic Wnll; (2) the cnpture of a mnjor port. CHERB0URG, 

that wns rapidly being rendered service~ble; (3) the consolidation 

of nn expanded beachhead; (4) a wenkening of the German defenders 

by destruction and mounting battle weariness. B:\' the end of July 

the Allies had about 1.000,000 troops, including 30 divisions. on 

French soil. 

The supply problem. however. was more serious, especially 

with tho lnck of suitc.ble operating hc"l.rbors·. Even the elements 

combined with the enemy and severe sterns in mid-June halted all 

unloe.ding operations nt Oi-.V.JLl. BEACH, wreckin6 the artificial break,­

wo.ter o.nd soashing the floe.ting docks. With the abatenent of the 

stor:-:s the Suppl:,• Forces quickly reestr,blished the flov: of SUP}llies. 

So efficiently did they operate that before long ever 20,000 tons 

per dny were flo,d .. '1.6 across UTAH nnd. oa . .:,.JE :B:si-.Cn:?S in c.ddition to 

the thousands of troops being land.cd d~ily. 

Eowever before the Allies c;oulc. 11.lEmch ~heir great offen­

sive to break out of NOill-1:AlwY and into the open country of HOR'i'E:Sillf 

F.tu,HCE it was necessar~r not only to build up supplies and Danpower 

but to secure Dancuvcr rooo and jw:ip-off positions. Therefore in 

earl;; July, the U.S. Ar;:;ies opened the Battle of the Heclgcrows and 
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the struggle for St. LO in order to gain favorable attack positions 

and to free our aroics fro□ the restrictive Barshlands and hedge­

row country so characteristic of the OOTENTHT P:EFIRSULA. 

Fro~ 7 July until 22 July the battle raged, ~ith Anericans 

and Gernans alike sustaining severe and danaging losses. In the 

ST. LO battle alone the XIX Corps of First Arny suffered 11,000 

casualties in a drive that gained fron three to seven oiles of 

ground.8 At first glance such losses night appear to be prohibitive, 

but close studies show that the victories in the hedgerows and at 

ST. LO set up the situation t~at made possible the great e:x:ploita,­

tions of August. ST. LO was in fact the lioeration of FRANCE! 

There is neither tine nor space hero to discuss the details 

of the ST. LO Battle. Suffice it to say that the battle was fought 

courageously anc'.. well. The gains to our forces wore iOJ:1easureable. 

Not only did we attain the advantages of favorable gr0und, oaneuver 

roo::1, and tiwe for the build-up and. regrouping, but the ,,,eary forces 

of the cns:iy were severel;, battered. :e:is reserves were pulver ized, 

his armor was coi::;;;i5.ttcd p iecer..eal and subseq_uently d.estroyed, and 

no where coulcl. he replace his losses. The closin6 day s of July 

brought to a close a well defined. phase ·of .Allied operations. Thro11£h 

coordi nation of air, ground, and sea f orces ~ successful bridgehead 

had been fir::::aly e s·~ablishcd, oaneuver rooc obto.ined. 1 and sufficient 

n.reas in whicb to concen t rate su:pplie s anc"!. reinforce.--:;en t s had been 

oade available. 9 
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General Eisenhower. The Supre□e Allied Con~an~er, now had 

two _;.rr:iy Groups available, the 12th anc. the 21st (Figure 3). The 

21st Aroy Group, con~anded by General (later Field Marshal) Sir 

BcrnnrdL,Montgooery contained the British Second Arny and the 

Canadian First Arny• The Ar::erican 12th Aroy Group, col!ll!lnnded by 

Lieutenant General (later General) Omar N. Bradley, was composed 

of the U.S. First Arny and General Georges. Patton 1 s newly 

operational Third Aroy. 

With the completion of the grouping of forces the stage 

was now set. Genercl Bradley's 12th Arny Group was to penetrate 

the eneJ:Jy 1 s left wing, pushing southward and then southwestward 

into the BRITT.ANY PENINSULA, anc. at the snnc tine to drive toward 

PAR.IS and. the SEINE ?.iver line. The 21st Aroy Group was to main­

tain the security of the .Uliec', left flc.nk ant to swing around 

even with the 12th .Arr:ry Group as it ac',vanc eel toward the SEINE, 

Once the pcnetrntion had been oadc the Allied Plan con­

te~.1plated the ez:-.pJ.cynent of arr::ored. : .ivisions to expc'..Il<'l. the bn,i:-.ch 

in the enew}r 1 ine s nnc. then exploit rnpidly to the south, east, . ... 

nnd. west, The c..ccision to eoploy o.rDorcd units in this manner was 

bnscd on the belief that the destruction of the cnewy n.nd the 

gaining of desircJ. objectives, the S:ZE:E River lino, CQuld be 

accoIJ.plishcd. r:iore rcpic.ly and ccono:::ic::,.l:!.J \·Ji th :'rDor in the 

l aQ.d. . Th:;.s dccisiJn \-12..s not to be regrettccl. 

'i'i::e cne;:,:r wc.s off balance; our forces wer., ready; the tip 

of the swor~ was to bP. set in □Jtion, The 4th .<\r~orcd Division, 
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destined to len~ the wny across FRANCE, st2.rtcd the push to 

AVRANCHES nnQ beyond. 

NOTES FOR CHAPTER I 

1 Department of the Aroy, Geronn Report Series, MS IE-30S, 
O:B WEST, A Study in Cornr:mnd. 

2coobnt liistory - Fourth A~ored Division (17 July 1944 -
9 May 1945). 

3The GerMan Genern.l Talk, by B. H. Liddell H.nrt. 

4 
Ibid, 

5Ibic... 

6The Invasion of Western Europe Pnrt I ( 6 June to 31 
Deccr:iber 19 , Departoent of Militnry Art c,ncl :Engineering, 
UnitecL Stntes Military Acnder.iy, West Point, New York, 1946. 

7 Ibid.. 

g ST. LO, Historiccl Division, u. s. Wo.r De:p.:i.rtnent 

9rb. -~-

17 



- - - - - - -

. ·~~.,:.~~;}~~;; ~Ni•. tl!IL 
O 

-
. . .. _ .... 

·' 

, • ; 'I" ' 

• • • \ I \ • 

\~~ .. 
4th Armored Division pushing throu1sh 
AVRANCHES, the gateway to BRITTANY. - - - - - -

.,, 
. I 

, j ~ 
I • 

,I 

l 
Ii 

; 1 

;-,.,., 

- I -



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

runs east e.nd west across the northern end of the city n.nd the 

LA SELID."'E River runs in the snr:ie direction south of the city. For­

tunately, the bridges and do.ms over these rivGrs were still intact 

as the events of the 31st of July will benr out. 

The eventual taking of the cit:-•, however, was onde some-

what easier because by this time there wns ro:rple evidence to show 

thn.t the enemy was becoming highly disorganized and astounded by 

the rapidity of the 4th Armored Divisionis attack. As an example 

of this, a cooplete divisionn.l hospital with nll its personnel and 

trains intact was captured a few miles north of aVRANCEES. In addi­

tion, the enemy could be observed fleeing from the city to the 

ec.st. 3 

In order to capitnlize on the situation, the 8th Tank Bat­

ta.lion acco0panied by elcoents of info.ntry \K'.S ordered. to oove 

rn~ed.iately in the direction of TIREPI:ED (T3519) nlong the LA SEE 

River and seize crossings over the river in case oridges north of 

.aTI.AliCHES were b:1..0•,r:.c They fou6ht all night as they ooved toward 

TIREPI:s:D destroyir.. -; r:::x.1y enem~r carts, wn.,sons, n.n~' :\...';lpedi~.1entc1 as 

the eneny c.tteopted to flee to the east. This Wi:'.S a bold and dar­

ing e::xploit especin.lly since they were definitely in the hemt of 

enc::iy territory and. didn It know what kind of forces or how tiany 

eight op!)ose the□• 'I'his acceptance of a risk was charac-:-,eristics 

of the division and tr.is battalion by ncccptint; it, ~uc.ceeded in 

tn.king TI?.E?IED the following oorning o.nd in c.ddition secured all 

oridges in the vicinity. 

21 



The renainder of CCB went into position on the high ground 

north of the city, preparntory to an assault the next day. CCA 

nnd the rew~inder of the Division which had been following CCB, 

closed ecrly the cert morning. 

On the ~orning of the 31st, tho enony opened up with all 

its weapons, oainly antitank guns. Their fire was sufficient to 

ir:-.nobilize the infantry of CCB.ooving up to the city nnd greatly 

restricted the rnoveoent of vehicles. Ag['.in the P-4-7 1 s of the 

XII 'i'AC aided by the :::>ivision artillery adeq_uc.tcly neutrf.!.liz ed 

these guns to permit the infantry t() w0rl: -~heir ,.,ey into the city 

and clean it out. 

While CCB was engo.ged in clean.inf; out 1~VR.iu::CBES, CCA, coru­

nanded by Colonel (l~tcr Bri~. Ge~.) Bruce c. Cl~rko, skirted to 

the cast to block escape routeG of the enco:,,. To further e:xploi t 

the Division's success; CCA split into four t6k forces and sped 

south to seize crossings over ·the LA SEi:.1Jl8 rtiYer at POI1TA.UBOLT 

(T2909), at DUCEY (T3308), at ST, LAU:-~!"R ('.i:'3503), and at LES 

BIARDS (T4lo4). This action alone had a f~r recching effect on the 

success of the whole Erittainly ca.opaign. · Had these crossings not 

been secured ior..ediately, the ener:iy could have blown the bridges and 

opened the dams thus flooding the entire area. This ,._,ould have un­

doubtccUy resulted in a long and costly operation to force a cross­

ing against deterr.1 incd eneny resistance. In addition, it would 

have 5ivc~ the necess~ry tice to reor6~nizo r.is ruptured defenses. 
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]y nightfall of the 31st, the key city of AVRANCHES, where 

tank columns turned the corner into ]rittainy, was completely sub­

dued. All damB and bridges across the L.A. S~IBIB to the southeast 

as far as DUCEY were secured. In five days of fighting, the Divi­

sion had smashed the ~t 91st, and 24,d German Infantry Divisions, 

wiped out the 6th Parachute Regiment, and dealt severe losses to the 

5th Parachute Division and the 2d SS Panzer Division.
4 

To further demonstrate the flexibility of armor, consider 

CCA 1 s situation on 1 August 1944. Colonel Clarke received orders 

at 0500 to report to Division Headquarters northwest of AVRA...~CHES. 

At 0530, he radioed back to alert all troops for movement prior to 

0900 and by 1000 the Combat Command was on the road with a new Di-

. . . . 5 vision mission. 

On this same day, the Division and VIII Corps passed to con­

trol of the Third U. s. Army, commandeQ by Lt. Gen. George S. Patton, 

Jr., the Army having bccorr.e operational at this time. Third Army 1 s 

first mission was to drive south and southuest from AVRAHCHES, take 

the RElTIIBS (yo516) - FOUG-ERES (y3g73) area, then turn west to seize 

the Brittiany pcninsuln and open its ports to allied use. 

In furtherance of this plan, the 4th Armored Divisions 1 s 

new mission was to capture RENi::TS. CCA, early on the morning of 

1 ~ugust, led t he Division attack followed by CCB late r that after­

noon. Upon reaching the outskirts of RE1nIBs, th e leading el ements 

of CCA ~ct very strong resistanc e in the f om of converted anti­

aircraft defenses firing at point blank ran6 c und were forced to 

\•.ri· ... "hdr,-,w t th t' f th • t d. f 1 G _ o e nor n o e ci y un er CO'-'Cr o smoKe . 

23 



Apparently they were not awnre of the strength of the 

BBHNES defenses :me. h~.d expected to !'.love into the city without too 

r.JUch trouble. O~nerul Wo0d being notified of the powerful defenses 

ordered CCA to dcvelope the city1 s defenses nnd contain the city 

but not to launch an assault. The re□ainder of the Division closed 

on CCA while they were thus engaged. It wns here while bivounced 

north of BENNES that the Division experienced its first air nttnck. 

Three eneicy planes were destroyed by the 489th Antiaircraft Artil­

lery Autooatic Wenpons Battalion SP, the unit which was to establish 

an ETO record of 35 planes destroyed in one dny [l.Ild another record 

of 134 :ene!Jy planes destroyed in ten oonths of coobnt. 
7 

Because of the type defenses in and nround RE1'TIIBS, ad~i­

tioncl infnntry was needed be:!iore an usso.ul t on the city could be 

no.de. 1.·llillc waiting for the infnntr:,· to nove up orders were issued 

to the Divis-i0n lD.te on the afternoon of the 20. to nove in the di­

rection of BREST and estcblish blocking positions in the vicinity 

of L'L"TIAC (x2167) and. ?OJl'l'I'IVY (.xo455). The :Jivisicn Reserve was to 

continue to contain the city of REJ:JNES until the 13th RCT of the 

8th Infruitry Division arrived. to hel3:, the 4th Arnored Division 

2.ssault the city. The division W2.s about to co.rry out these orders 

early on the oorning of the 3d but they were sudc'Lenly counteroanc'·.ed 

o.nf they were now ordereQ on a new □ission. This new plan called 

fsr nn cmcirclccont to the west of P.LlmES, block escape routes of 

the ene□y and prepare for continued advc\..~ces to the east, To en­

able the Division to □ove out, trucks froD the ~ivision Trains and 
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CC.A Tr.:::.ins were dispntcl:ed t o the 13th RCT enc>.bling thel!l t0 reach 

RZ1JIBS faster an~ tc'.ke over the area held by the 4th ArDored. 

action. however, left the Conbat Cor.-':lancl_ without trains. 8 

Eoth Conbet Co~.r;;ands moved out on diffe~ent routes. CCA 

never. west to the vicinity of MONl'FORT (XS158) ;:,nd E:Z::,~ (X8263) 

south to PIPRIAC (H7921), then east to MESSAC (H9O23) where they 

captured the brid€;e over the VILL.AilTE River .::me", then c0ntinued 

on to ccpture the cor..nunication center of BAH: de EF.El'AGN'E (X9924). 

CCB followed CCA, circling west e.round it, thr0uf;h MONI'IFORT, 

south to GUER (x6732) ru,.d then east t0 TI:~Viu. (H99O4). rtesistance 

,,12.s e:xtrencly light. 

·Tuel: Cor.1b2.t Co!::.'".,ancl_
1 

upon reachinr; their o:ij ect ives, re­

ceiveo. aclditicmal orders; CC:3 to co!1ti~u.e on to S·::. VIlJC:SHT (Jl2O3) 

to the east ar.:.d cut cff C....'1;\' ane::iy coTJ.ing froD the sr.:utr., CCA to 

turn north 2!1C. tlock tb.c c:-sc.:c:,e routes to t!l.e south anc', southeast 

of REl::'::IBS i..,b.ilc .t,t.e 13th J.CT pressc::1, tt.c o.ttack on the city fro□ 

tb.2 north. 

Ui thout a ne:ticGo.ble !'""'"'.l t; the Co:-.,no.nds iffoceede ri to c::o.rry 

out these new instructic-ns. CC13 □arched throughout the night of 

t:!:le 3d., arriving in S~. VIFCEWT 2:i0ut OSOO ttc next □orning. The 

arc2. •.,;o.s lll'1crtia~ely outpostc::', an.cl. the rc::12.indcr of the C'.)r::bc:.t 

Cor.cj8...T1CL coiled iP.. a '.:iivou.ac o.reo. prcpo.rator:.c to ;:10-;rir:.; the nc:,:t 

a2.y. The ·:ml;; e:i.c□:,' enccuntercc. ~ere disor6C'.Eizc c1 elcsents in the 

the 51st AI~. 
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CCA split into two task forces, one ooving to JANZE (Jl436), 

tho other to CREVIH (Jo234) cl.Ild thus cut off all roads froo the 

VILLAINE River to High.ro.y Nl.63 on the right. The Coonand reoained 

in this position until the afternoon of 5 August. Large nunbers 

of enor:iy troops were either captured or killed ns they atteopted to 

flee south as the 13th ROT attacked BENNES fron the north. Fight­

ing continued throughout the 3d and 4th of August when the city 

wns finally captured by the 8th Infantry Division Coobnt Tean. On 

that snoe dny, Col~ Bruce C~ Clarke led n task force up Highway Nl37 

to conto.ct frienc".ly infantry occupying R:SNNES nnd opened a direct 

supply route for tho Division. This supply route was so~ely needed 

since half of the Cor.!D2.t Cor:ir.:and vehicles were out of gas afer a days 

fighting. There was ~o other way to replenish the supply since all 

the trains had Deen left behind north of REi~'!];S. Hnd the ~ivision 

been forced to oove at this tioe half of their vehicles would have 

had to De left behind. 

With the taking of RENlIBS, the co.i)i tol city of :Brittainy 

was liberated and. the entire peninsule. was aloost cut in two. 

The 4th Aroored ~ivision in its lons slashing ooves had 

coopletely disrupted the ene!'.ly 1 s rear areas and had destroyed r.inny 

of his suppl;,,' instnllations. Tho Division, however, had learned 

~ ioport211t lesson. Never again would it 1iull out 102.ving its 

supply vehicles behind. Jilso, in future □ eves, it Decn,Je SOP to 

overlo3.d. all trucks 50 percent of tl:.eir rntcc, capacity and. to carry 

seven do.ys ratiJns in e~ch cocbnt vehicle.9 
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To CO!Jplete the severing of the :Srittc.iny peninsuln, the 

Division was ordered to c0nt inue their nttc,c~:: to the west. CC.A was 

given the nission of tnlcing.VANNES (ID.SOS). This order wa<J carriecl. 

out to the letter on the snoe day with very little trouble. 

CCE was given the task of trucing LORill'!T (G7322). Within 

three days, the Coonand was on the outskirts of the city. During 

this onrch, they noved with reconneisso.nce · troops Md infnntry out 

in front. In this sort of fornation, had nny resistance developed, 

10 o. c1.clc.y would have occurec. ,..,hile by-pnssing tmiks to the front. 

Fortunately, the snall amount of resist~cc confronting theo was 

quickly denlt with by FFI personnel whon the Conr.1cnc'c continually 

net nlong the way, nlWo.;i'S holcUng bridges o.nd criticnl terrain 

fe2..tures. 

It should te ocntioned here tho.t by nQ-1 supply lines were 

beccming e:xce:ptionclly lonG, longer tha n the Division had ever 

e.xperiencec:1.. Su:;iply vehicles had to go over 100 oiles, all the 

wo.y back to AV?£TCE3S in order that the Conbat Connnnds cnuld keep 

□civing. Only sonll protective forces accoL,p=i.nied these vehicles 

over the long supply r 0ut e . This wa s i!lnde p o ssi. ble, a 6ain, by 

the excellent ussist2.nce rendered by the FFI who kept the roads 

open by occupying strategic towns and criticnl terrRin fen turcs. 

Never during the entire :Erittniny car.;:iaign was s1!pply eve r n ser-

• bl ll ious pr o en. Pnrt crcdi t cust f1J to the FFI who a ider. ruater-

ially in keep i~g these k ey roads open. 
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Upon reaching the city the ~ornin6 of the 7th, they found 

it stron61y dc:fend.ed, consequently, CCA ,-,e.s orcl.cred. tJ the scene to 

reinforce CCB. Still finding the city too difficult to nnndle, both 

_u.r,.its began to develope and test the eneny defenses, continuing in 

this activity throughout the 8th of August. 

Realizing the Division incapable of t[!...~ing L0RIEl:rI' with0ut 

reinforcements, and to forestall any attcopts on the part of the 

eneny -to move troops up fro□ the s~uth, Corps issued new orders. 

CCB •,ms to C'.)ntain the cit:">,, reinforcecl with Corrs artillery, while 

CCA was to oove on lJAfITES (0056). And so fror.1 the 9th of August 

until the 15th when they were relieved by the 6th Arnorec. Divis ion, 

r.cB successfully carried out its assigned to.sk. During that tine 

they broke up nany attCBpts 0n the pe.rt r:;f the cne;:iy to supply 

their bcseig.cd· g2.rris0n 0 

yl. 
Meanwhile, CCA with a., constituted Conb2.t Co~ana., o::ived out 

at 0900, 10 AuGU-st, with the oission of containing the city of 

NJ.JlTES and patrolling the river line ST. KAZ .. .\IM (1r5662) to 

CC.A mover. eo.st aero s s the VILL.,'1.IlIB !li vcr to :BAIN de 

BRETJ1.GlIT, then sout~ throUf:h NOZAY (00294) and HERIC (N9976) where 

they relieve~ a BCT of the 5th Infantry ~ivision. Ey 1600, CCA 

ho.d covered ap~·,roxi,.-,ately eif;hty □ iles 2u1cl destroyed or driven 

into the city all en2Dy forces. In ad.ci.ition, their own force 

was disposed to fulfi:il the oissbt of cont<'.ining llliIT:SS and po.trol-

lin~ the river line. This W['.S ~ t~'J)ico.l scrconinG Dission for an 
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arnoreQ coono.nd. Although the enemy wn.s superior in force both in 

ST. iili.ZAIRE rmd NAl:JTES, by active patrolling nnd ninor offensive 

action, the coonand was able to create the inpression that n. much 

l~rger force was in the area nnd in nddition wn.s n.ble to keep the 

12 
eneny off bnlance. 

During the night of the 11th~ heavy explosions in the city 

indicated the ener-y was destroying du.~ps anc instollations~ Civilian 

inforoation indicate~ the eneny was withdrawing. Innediately CCA 

requested pernission to enter the city with light forces. Permis­

sion was granted and, aideG by the FFI who led then through oined 

areas, CCA storned the city and by nightfall hn.d subdµed all ene□y 

resistance north of the LOIRE River in that area. 

The next day, the 13th of August, the 4th Armored Division 

co .. De unc1er the control of XII Corps, whose r.1ission W<'.S to pursue 

the retreating eneny and to protect the s0uth flo.n..~ of Thir~ .A.:r□y. 

At this time, the 4th Arnored was holding the south flank of XII 

Corps. J3oth Cot:1bat CoiJIJand.s were ap:proxinn.tely 100 □iles a:part, 

CCB continuing its □ission of containing LORIENT; CCA perfor□ing a 

screening ni ssion vicinity of N.AUTES. 

Since bein6 connitted through the infG.11try lines on the 

28th ~f July the Division bad distinEuishcd it?clf sever~l tines. 

3y their lon; slashing c.rives they quicY.ly brought ab~ut the coB­

pletc severo.ncc of the I,ri ttnin:, peninsula o.ncl_ by so doing denied 

its use tn the ene~y for the rest of the wer. In two weeks ti□e 

they had suceedec'l in tcl<:in6 the key city of ,'.\.VRA.}TCHES, aided in 
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the capture of RElf.-JES, took the cites of V.Al:NES and NANTES and 

effectively contained the eneoy at LORIElJT •. 

The cru:ipaign of Brittainy was practice.lly at an end and 

plans were now being ~ade to relieve the 4th Arnored Division of 

its present □ ission so that it could prepare to move to the east 

for an nssault on OBLWTS (W6500). 

NOTES FOR CHAPTER II 

1 
CCA After Action Report, July and Au..,,--ust 1944, (13 February 

1945 Page 4o). 
2stateoent by Lieutenant Colonel Albin F~ Irzyk, Cavalry . 
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3cCE After Action Report. July nnd AuP.;Ust 1944 (16 February 
Page 23). 

4 
The Fourth Arnore~ ~ivision, cy Cnptnin Kenneth Koyen. 

5Fron the ~recl:through to the MOSELLE River with the 
Spoatj)oint 0f the Spe,,.rhead, by Lt Col Hal C. Pu.ttison, Cavnlry 
Co1:1b.:it Co;:ioznd 11 A", Executive Officer. 

6 
Statement by Lt. Col. Robert Parker, Field Artillery, S-3 
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Amored Division. 

7Fron the 3ree..kthrouRh to the MOSELLL 3iver with the 
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Conbat Comnand 11 A11 Executive Officer. 

g . 
J'.b1d.. 

9rbid. 
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Colonel Earnest A. Bixby 
Chief of Staff 

4th Ar~ored Division 
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CRAPI'ER II I 

NANTES TO OF.LZANS 

With oany miles of FRANCE alrenc".y covered by the division 

nnd still many r.iore to go the Fourth was n.g2.in poised to strike. 

It hnd traveled from AVRJ~JCRES to LORIENT o.nd then to NANTES with 

uni)recedentec'l speed. The city of N,\.lIT'~S wv.s just nnothcr ju.r.1p 

off point. In the dc..ys thnt followed the division w,-_s to make 

some of the longGst 1!1£'.rchos ever to be recorded in the history 

of armor. ill of FB.AITCE now lay before them. 

On the 13th of .:.ugust, the division ,-,as alcrtecl to move 

cast to 2Il assembly area near OBLE.AHS (W6500). In the interim 

prior to actual .:iove;::ent, a.tter:::pts at r.minten2nce of vehicles 

was 1:let?,un, but due to the extendGd suri::,ly lines, very little was 

accoDplished. 

At 0800, 14 AUe,'ll.st, CC.A Wc'.S relicvcc1. et l:UUTTES (o 0554) by 

the 2c. Cc,valry Group 2.nc', i:!.Oved e:cst,,rc.rc':. to the desi0 atod assenbly 

2.ro2., followed by 25th Cavalry, Reserve Cor:u:io.nc'.., ruic'. DiviF;ion Heac'c­

qu.artcrs. Al though ouch of the .jou:rnoy wi:>..s ::iac'.e ,-ri thout maps, the 

movement was quite ro.r-ic'. 0 Due to lack of nnintonnnce, nUD.erous 

vehicles of all typos dropped fron the colunn for needed repairs . 

At the cnc:1. of c. 22 hour :.ic.rcl:, CCA c.rrivec. in ST. C.,.'C.LIS 

(v7949) .:.nc1. w2.,:: inr.ec.ic,tely ord.eroc', to !:love on ORL~'\.lTS to seize 

o.nc1 !1olc'. tho city in conj·,mction ,.dth the 35t:-a Info.ntry Division. 

·I'he o. bili ty to co nplc :e n r1:.pic1. ::iovenent of 167 uiles nnr'. a rrive 

rc.:-.dy to fie;ht is an in:.:cront chnractcristic of Qr::ior. CC4- -hc.ltc,d. 
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o:tly lon5 enough to refuel, then attc.ckecl nnc'. seized the airfield 

northwest of ORMES ('\'t•'-558). Age.in the ene::.i~r si;n2.lcd his intentions 

to withdraw by blowin5 ammunition stores in enor::ious ~u.untities, 

In the menntime, CC:B wo.s relieved nt 0600 by the 6th Ar::.ior2d. 

Division and began its ~arch t o VEtIDOME (F0512). During the march, 

nn cnc□y convoy w2.s discovered, and taken under fire which des­

troyed sever cl c.rmorod. vehicles. The rcmo.inc1er 0f the convoy was 

routor:1. without firing a single countershot. CCJ3 1:'.ccomplished a 

264-mile □arch in 34 hours, closing in PRwL\.Y (XOL\-87 ) at 1545, 

At first light on the morning of the sixteenth, CCA in 

two colu::ms unc',cr Lt. Colonel Eo.ily nnd Lt. Colond Oden, res,ec­

tivcly, movec. on historic ORLE.lJTS. 'I.'as..lc Force 01:'cen attack:(=•a. 02.st 

throu;h Oill-1:ES to hit ORLs.Al'iS fro□ the north; Tc'.s~-:: Force Bailey 

c.c1vanccd south~ast fro:.1 O?J{ES to strike ORL:;X:::S froo the eo.st. 

Tho center of the ci t;y w2.s rc2.ched at 1500. iiopr,in; up continuec. 

11..."ltil the t,•10 to.sk forces wore relie•rc,::'. c'.t 1800 by the 137th Cor.i­

b2.t Ten,"J, '.i:hey then w~nt into r.ivo"J.ac nco.r Sl-2'J'J:: (\·r6345) north­

•.-:est of OP.LEA!IS. 

cc:a sent a to.sk :orce north to LA LOl':'E (R3804) to back-

stop the F.i'..LAI s:r:; gap on·l then re turned to the ??..u"',:;AY are 8. to 

rejoin the c.ivision which w2.s ng2.i:1 ?rep::-.rint; to sove enst,-•2..r;-l. 

The nrri v2l of t:::e division in -r, he vicinity of O?..L:S_;UIS 

on the 17th of A'\lst.:.Et c0ncluc',ed. ttc lon5cst T:12.rc:1 ever rc>corded 

in the history of ar:Jor. Uj to tr.is ti::ic ti1e :Jivision hc'.d been 

on the ::-,ove contint:.ously, anc. there w2.s ':ut lit:le tic.e for the 

r.io..inteno.ncc of the vehicles c::n:', equi:!_')!:lent. 1.-iinor, he.sty rc;iairs 

wore the rule by UIJ.it □aintcne.ncc pcrsom:cl. 
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The 126th Orc'tnn.'1.ce Maintr;nance i3atte.lion also was on the r:iove, 

continuously following the Division anc't attem1:iting to repeir the 

Division 1 s combGt vehicles on the run. Herc aGain. hasty repairs 

anc1 expoc-.ients had to "be the rule, The backlog of deadlined 

vehicles continued to mount. During the long marches, mechanics 

were c'.ropped. off with c'.isablec1 vehicles which hue'\. fallen out of the 

colu;:m, If they could not be re::_)airet'l. 1 the ,•chicles were left to 

be either rcpairet or picked up by the following ordnance personnel, 

The long □~rch was hare. on the CM D.nQ co□b2.t equipr.1cnt, 

nncl much r:ie.intcna:1.ce work remained to be o.ccor,,:rlishec'. at the first 

or:;;ortunity, This, then wns the status of the Foµrth Ar□ored when 

it c.rrivec\. in the geneml vicinity of O!';LE.,'.11S. 

The followin(~ few (:.ays fror.1 the 17th to the 20th of August 

were spent in the rehl'.'b ilitation of :-:en, ancl. ~:1aintenc.ncc of vc-

lliclcs and equi1)::1ent . In every unit g;eat stress was placec', 0n 

::_cutting ve~,icles in to:p shnpe. Units workecl. hard. e.nc. long to bring 

their vehicles U:;_) to the hif,hest pos!;i:::le level of ::iaintennnce 

consistent with the c2.:pa;:;ilitics cf oen 2.ncl equipr.ient. But there 
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was mucr.. work that they coulc', n0t accomplish, I 
·~he 124t:: Or c'.nance Mnintcn2..ncc B2.ttc.lion l:2.a. by this t imc 

accumulated c'.. great b~cklo g of tank ,,,or~-:, r:mc!l be~•onc1. their c2.pa-

bilitics t') he.no.ls} a.."lC:. repair. Assist2.nco w2.s rcq_uost2c', c>_rir' gran t2r .. 

The 501 st Orc',n2.ncc COH',.--0. ny lfr:T was attac!:erl to hel;:: renuce the 

backlo[ of d.caz-'.lincd vehicles, 
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During this brief period, _all hasty repairs ancl. expedients 

were correctec1.. Tank engines were repairec1. enc'. replaced where 

necessary; batly worn track~ replaced. Much noro time was still 

needed to put the Division in top shape. Ho 1.-rovcr, by the 23d of 

AU[;ust, the vehicle deedline list in the Divisj_on was at a rainimUJ!l, 

a.-ic"'. the ciivision had ocgun to roll on to· tho cast. 
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CH.API' ER IV 

ORLEANS TO THE MOSEL:t:,E 

The capture of ORLEANS opened the gateway for a rapid 

advance east to the MOSELLE River. Plans and preparations for 

retention of the initiative by a rapid . continuation of the ex­

ploitati. on were completed without del~J"• These plans visualized 

a swift reduction of defenses at SENS (x6965) and TROYES (Y2874), 

culminating in the establishment of_a Qridgehead over the 

MOSELLE River. 

To put these plans into operation, the 4th Armored Division, 

in column of Combat Commands, CCA leading, moved through the out­

skirts of ORLEA.l~S toward the communication center of SENS during 

the afternoon of 21 August 1944. Very little opposition was en­

countered, all~wing CCA to reach SENS before dark. 

The fortunes of war again favored CCA by placing in its path 

a full train of German gasoline, which was captured intact_ with 

little difficulty. Adequate logistical support. of an armored divi­

sion in the eA-ploitation is a continual problem, therefore, this 

prize came at a very opportune moment. 

Cc:B was assigned· the mission of holc.ing the bridge over the 

LOING River at SC'U?P:SS (X2866) after CCA had crossed and began pre­

parations to secure the area to the southeast on the following 

morning. 

Complete nnd paralyzing tactical surprise was achieved 

b;i-· the 4th Armored D}v.ision at SENS. Only a small number of 

38 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

enemy troops were in the town, most of them officers of whom many were 

captured walking on the streets in full dress unifonn with female 

co~panions on their arms.l One of these officers, bemoaning the con­

fusion in the German ranks stated, 11 In truth, one nmst resort to 

broadcasts of the BBC (British Broadcasting Corporation) to learn 

~-,::ere the enemy is each day and where ho is going to attack next 11. 
2 

Torly on the morning of 22 AUe,""U.st, tho Commanding Officer of 

:;.roop D, 25th Reconnaissance Sq_uadron report ea.· tha·~ he was receiving 

he2..vy attacks and was being forced to withdra~-, from his screening 

posi.; ion to thG cast between FO!SSY (XS667) and i.'1011INONS (X8868). 

At first light, Colonel Clarke, commander of CCA, vent forward to 

make a personal investigation of the report. Determining the alar:n 

to be valid, Colonel Clarke ordered a counterattac~ to be made by ele­

ments of his command, The attack was executed in a single envelop-

mont formation. a reinfo1·cca. mcdiu.11 ':.a.n!c comp~ny assc.ulting front-

ally \•1hile a 1 ight tank comp.::.ny enveloped '.:he north flank of the enemy. 

All av2.ilalilc artillery in the co!:lmand ,,,as :9laccd in support of the 

effort. :~oar the conclusion of the action, fi{,;htor-bo::ibC'rs of the 

XIX T.:':.C arrived on tho sccn0 and. uursued the retreating on0r.iy colu-:in 

into l'ROITS, The: airer-aft accounted for an 2.dd.i tional nUJ!l·::icr of ve-

hicles a:-ic. artiller-y pieces. Subsequent idontifico:.tion of the cnrr:iy 

fo rces disclosed th2.t it was :nac.E: up of clc:.1cnts of tho 51st SS 3rigade 

sup:i:iortcd. by an abnor::icll;y lc:.rgc: asount of artillery. 

The next dcy , fif teen enc:ny nircrcft attacked CCA 1 s bivounc 

un~ the city of SEi S frora the south. No d~lagc result ed fro:!l the rnid 
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out it proved to be an e;ctrcmcly costl~ effort fro;,1 the onesy point 

of vic•.-1. Seven of the attacking aircraft were shot down by attached 

AAA units and vehicular antiaircraft weapons of tho Combat Coo:nand 

while fight.ors of the XIX TAC accounted. for throe narc. The sur-

Yi vors turned tail ancl headed for home at maxin1.m speed. 

The 23rd and 24th of August were spent in preparing for an 

cll out attack on the historic city of TROY.85, Several vehicles, 

both cor:,bat n.nd. a.dr1inistrativc
1 

..,,ere repairccl. and reooved from the 

deactlino list by the 126th Arr:10red ora.nancc Me.intcnance Eattalion 

and. returned to the-- using units. 

Po.trolling and r.1oppin6 up oper::-,tions con.tinuod in and around 

SENS to provide necessary security for tho Division. The very speed 

of tho assault and. to.king cf th~ town had. result eel in thF by-pc>.ssing 

of sr;,all isolatec' groups of sr.ipc-rs .,,hi.ch ha.c:. to oc olir.1inated. 

CCE was sE:curing tho Livision 1 s left flnnk by occupying an<'. 

}1olcling the s;;:all but icport~!nt cor:1r:iunications center of Cl-r2i.OY 

(X4868), the focd point of seven gooc'. hi6h,·n:.ys. 

T:'lo pl2.n of opcr:,tions for the' attad: 0:1 ':::RCY::::s pr'.lvidec. 

th:-,.t the Division att2.ck in colu;:m of co~.1b2.t corY,::\nc:s, CCA leacHng. 

CCA w2.s further broken ~own into two tnsk forces, one co□nanded by 

::.iieuten2.nt Colonel Dell-: M. Oc'.en, t:ie oth, r by rfajor (lntc r :Lieu-

te::w.nt Colo:1cl) Arthur 1. \-:est. Those tc.sk forces ,,1erc to ad.vcencc 

in t ,-10 colu;.m.s over sep2.re.tc routes ,,,ith the r:iis:::,ion of ~~arcing a 

crossing over the SEix~ River, seizins T?.OTIS, o.nd establi~hing a 

oric:5ehce:c1 for furth2r adv2.nce. By tl:is t i;-:c, it haL0c been lenrner.. 
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that the fr,stest anc'. Dost se.tisfactory routes of advance were along 

secondary roc.ds becnuse the oain roads were noroolly r:1inec', and barred 

by nu.~orous defended road blocks. Therefore the plc\.Il stipulated that 

the Division "'Ou_+c', tre.vcl on secondary roac'cs exclusively in the move 

on TROilS. 

Division intelligence agencies had lc<'.rncc'c that TROYES was 

defm1dcc. ·oy no more than five hunc'.red troops, r.10st of which were 

service eleoents. As it turnec't. out, the city wo.s t;arrisoned by a 

force in excess of tr.rec fuousnnd □ en, incluclin6 ole:ncnts of the once 

routed 51st .§_§_ :Brigade. 

As plnnned, tho Division attack junpcc'l° off nt 0700, 25 

August. Ey noon, Task Force Oden bud reachccl the S::SINE and begP.n 

bridging operations under heavy artillery fire froD the now f&~iliar 

51st SS Brigade. 'i'e.sk Force \'!est h.n.d r.mcte exco}.lcnt prof,ress, clos-

ing in Us g..ttack JJOsitfon north;rest of '.('RO).'.:SS ohcirtly bef9re 1200. 

Unfortunc:-,tely, the attnck hr.d to be l:\eld up c,uc to extensive ·oridg­

ing opere.t ions req_uirc~'- for Task Force o,~_cr.. Finally the originnl 

plcn \-;as chnngcc.. and Task Force West attacke:1. tho city alone. The 

force jUDpec'c off c:t 1700 0 With nll gun~ blazi:nG a112.y
1 

the tc1.IL1<s 

recco:1 abre,,st ncross the flc:-.t terrain, c. for:.,~·.tion rcniniscent of 

the olc', tfr,c s2.bcr-w.:--.v in6 cnvalry chn.r_:;cs. :'he f e rocity of the 2.t-

tack cau6ht the enc~y by co;:-,:'_Jlcte surprise, ~.-,::-.ny of thc.;:i too over-

cone Hi th shoe!-: to c.efcnc', the;.1scl ves. Te.sl: ?orcc Oc1. cm c o::iplcter'.. 

bric',gin6 operations over tho S:SET.S c1.urbg oho ni~n.t 2.nd by 0230 hac'. 

r cc:-.c!"cc:. the hi 6h ;ro-.m,:\ northeast of ·rRcY::::s. Fro!J this v~_ntage 
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point, they c'.:lntr(")llcd. cll escnpc rnutes riut of tho city. At first 

lif~ht, Task Force West begun □oppin;: up opernticns in the city prnper 

n.nd, in a very short ti,.:e, hnd broken thr0u~h to contnct the other 

tc.sk force. Meth0c.icnl destruction of the oncny wns achieved thrriugh 

cooplctc co~rdinntirin between the nr□ored units ~nd tho fightcr-bonbcrs 

of the XIX TAC. ii.roor drove the eneny out of the city to the south 

o.nd southwest where the friendly aircrn.ft were wc.iting to bonb nnd 

strafe their disorgn.nizcd.c0luons. 

Up0n the successful conclusion of the TROYZS oper~ti0n 1 Mn.jor 

General Manton S. Ec'.c'ty, Coo.c~nding Gencrl"'.l of the XII Corys, sent 

the followini; telc6ro.r:i tr:, C0l0nel :Bruce c. C_l2.rkc, CCA C0moo.na.er: 

11 HE.::.Rr rns1· co:m:r...',.TUL11.:r rmrs, .t0.TOTHER 
JO?, viIILL DOlIB. SO FAR YOllrt COMJIL<°J;D 
!L:..S EEElT THE SPE.;i.RRElJ) CF lEIS CORPS 
WB.IC3 TODAY IS L:SADHJG JiliL O'l'H.t:'.R 
CORF S rn I 'I'S :illV.i1.NC E TO :::'H~ E.:",.S'I'. 114 

The practico.l c..p:,licr.ti!'m 0f the use of to.nks in town fight­

ing hc.d. boon c',ec'lnstr2.tcd. in the seizing of SEES but w.:.s confirr.:00. 

in positive teros with the ovcrtr...row 0f the onor:iy in TROY~S. Fol-

l r:,-,in;; the ':;:ROY::SS opcrntion, no cor.JJnnc'.er of tho Divisi"n ever c on­

sidcrecl attackinb n city with::iut the use of consi~.ero.ble tr.!nk strength, 5 

Lf tcr c.. short period o f rest, CCA reccivcc1.. or'.'..crs • t'"> o nke 

plc.ns for an ntt:-cck 0n the t0wns '">f VI':I':RY (T6919) o.nd CE.i,lo:JS (T5345). 

l,.._:;o.in the c o□:.1~n:'. wo.s f.iv i clcc'c i n t 0 tw0 C':llunns ; ti1c e r.s t c0l-

ur.:n tc cr0 ss t he MA..."1.FE P.ivc-r nnr, s e ize Vli'F.Y, the west c0lu--::n to 

seize o. S8Conc'. crossin;: over the MJCJ.if.8 to the wirth of VITRY <'.nd de-

pcnc',in,:: on t he succes s 0f the e~st c0lurm, to turn tQ its o.ssistc'.nce 
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or go north and. assc:ult CEA!,OiJS fror:i the southenst. The colu::ms cast 

end west were placed under the cor.u:iands of Lieutenant Colonels George 

L. Je.q_ues anc'. Creighton li. Abrar::s. respectively. 

Task Force Jaq_ues wns successful in forcl.ing the M.A.RNE and 

captured the high ground northeast of VITRY. encountering only minor 

resistance. No attespt was □ade at this time to capture the town. 

Meanwhile, Task Force ii.brans forded the M.Ai'UTE near the town of ?/~RY 

(T5736), bric.ged the canal at St. GERM.A.HT (T6035), anct went into po­

si t'ion on the dor.1inating terr2.in cc.st of CI:IALOlTS in the vicinity of 

¥u'..E.SOR (T6539) cutting all roads east ant northeast fro□ CEALONS, 

At the ti□o of this action, CCB w.:1.s □oving · east in two colu.r:ms 

crossing the SEilIB River in TROT.ES anc:t sou tr.. of it at ST. JULIZN 

(Y307+) to a position near PINEY (Y4779) to protect the flank and rear 

of CC.a and prepare to force a crossing of the AUi3~ River toward 

3RI"t:1'1iIB (Y6233). l>€ain only a token resistance ,-10.s offc::.-o<i by tho 

one□y. 

In the 6athcring 6 .. usk, ao.va!1ced olc,:,cn~s of CCA nade con­

tact with an unidentified force. Fortunately, ·ocforo shots could be 

e:;:ch...".D.gecl the other 1.u1it w2.s recog:1i~cc: as the SOth U.S. Infantr~­

Division, who, unbekno,-m to the 4th lcroorec".. :Division, ha<'. also b een 

6 i ven the r::ission of seizing CE...';1,0~1S. Excellent coor:'.in.'.'.tion "be­

t,,1ccn the two units resulted. in a ple..'1 providinc:: for e. co,.-.bined ef­

fort on the tow:1. Arrru:;cnents \·rere □2..de for 'chc Inf2.ntry Di vision 

to cross a cocc.bat tcan over the bric':.GC: constructe :~. by CCA anc', to 

attack Clib.LOHS tr..e :ollo•:-'ing ,:1o rning supportcC .. b:y I'o.sk ?orcc Ab rn.ns. 
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As scl::edulec, the attack jUl!lpcd off at 0700. Task Force _i\1:Jra~s 

rc,cing in fror:i the northeast while the cor::bat toan fror.i the 80th Infan­

try Division novoc'.t on the city fron the southeast. "Mi~sion acco:TI­

plished 11 was flashed be.ck to the CCA Cor;1.':land Post at 1100. Upon 

roaching the town, it w~s c.iscovcred that the cncsy had evacuated his 

positions durin6 the night, leaving behind only a ninute covering 

force. These troops Here overrun before they actually realizecl what 

wns taking place. 

An intorestin6 explanation for tho lau of ener::y resistance 

was reported to the attacl:inb force by t:ie :.1ayor of C-.t<...AL0I:S. The 

locc,l ene;:iy conr::andor ha::'. identifiec1 the two a:rnored task forces as 

two ar::10rec~ divisions wl::ile they were crossini::~ the KAFJ.TE the previous 

afternoon. Upon reportin6 two divisions to his su-perior officer, he 

was ord.erecl. to wi thd.ra,·1 his forces free CF..ALOi:TS wi tl::out c.ela:;r r.ue to 

\Iha:. he thought to be ovcr-\,,hel::-,in!-:: oc.c,s. 6 

' In aclr,ition to protecting CCA, CC:B i-r?..s also assir::ned. the !:lis-

sion of scroen~ng and. protecting the ri b.ht flank of the entire XII 

Corps by holcin6 the line ~AP.. SF:R. Al3~ (T7564) - ST. =IzI~R (T9508). 

Tl:e encny forces rer.:ai:1ed in a f.isorr;anizec. st[l.te and continued. to 

offer extreDel;,,r weal: resistance. 

:By this tioe, (29 Au;ust) the 'I.'hirc1.. .Art.,y wo.s ·ocgin:ning to 

o·c.trur: its fUppl:,· lines, conscquc!1tly th:c ur;;e:1t ncec'. f0r ri r i r, car.-

trol of advc.ncc of all units ,..,itl-:in the ~ire~. Ar~.,~r ,-ms beco!":'.in r: 

~Jc.i:1fclly evic.c:i.t. In accorclo.ncc ,-,i th t:::.is ic:.e a , CCA \•!as ass i .::;nec. 

tr..c ;::iss ion of s c curin,; the towr. of S?. DIZI:-?. v.n"', the hibh croi.:.no. 
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to the northeast in preparation for a general advance of the XII Corps 

which was to begin on 31 AU£ust, The Co:nbt1t Coo::~c1.ml wns further in­

structed to avoid bringi~g on a 6enera.l engageccnt at this tioe. 

The a.ssaul t on ST. DIZIER began ati the usual tine of 0700 ~ 

30 August and, despite heavy artillery ancr antitank fire, the to,-in 

was cleared of encny activity by noon. Shortly thereafter, sporadic 

artillery fire began falling on the town f~oD cneny gun positions in 

the woods to the northwest. A detachnent of tanks and infantry was 

dispatched to silence these guns. The task was accor::plished with 

the loss of only one tank, 

Meanwhile, during the course of this action, an A.mored Engi­

n~ Coopany attacked across the canal east of tovm, seizing a first 

class airfield which haQ been prepared for denolition by Luftwaffe 

personnel. This airfield was later useQ by the XIX TAC as a fighter 

base to provic',e close support to the 4th Arnorccl. 

Carryini out its original plan, CC] conpleted clearing the 

a.!"Oa to the south between the SEilJE and AUBE Rivers to the line ]AP. 

Su"'R S:SEIB (Y4952) - BAR SUR AUJ3E (Y7564) then Darchod east across the 

ATJ:B:S River, establishin6 a position east of 3:S.I:81~~:8. 

Tho Division ber;m clr<'win{: up plans for a cont inuation of the 

attack to the east to seize a..'lc"_ holc:1. the crossin-::; of the H:SUSB River 

nt COI-fl''.3?.CY (u4320) end VAl!Co:...1,::::URS (u4902). :rhc plan as cvolvsi:',, 

roq_uircc'. CCA to ::iovc initially in one colur.m 2.s far a s LiGffY ( U2313) 

then to divide into two col~~ns or. parallel rout es. CC] was to oako 

its n.dvance in two col ur..ns on par2.llel routes throu:-;hout the entire 

attc.cl:. 

45 



The Division coved "Ut early on the norninc,; of 31 Au;-ust, 

procccc:'.in; wi th0ut incic"'..ent for some time. Upon renchinr; LIG1"Y, CCA 

fou..~d the bric~e over the cancl oincd cnQ ready for dco0litinn out 

che spccc', of the ar.r:iorcd thrust had surprise:d. the enemy to the point 

thnt tho briclf;e reo.'.'..inod intact when the colunn drove up t0 it. 

Tnsk Force AbrD.Ds, oovin~ on the s0uth fl.'.'..nk of the Co□bat 

Cor.1r-:2.ncl, pushed ell resistance before it, nrrivini:'.; at COMMstOY c,t 

1135. Crossin5 the MEUSE River, they to0k up ~csitions 0n the hi~h 

C,Tound in ECIS c.e VIG-lWT, ea.st 0f the cit:,;. Ac;.'.'..in tw.cticc'.l surr,rise 

wns (;.'.'..inecl thr0u;-h, as Colonel Clarke saic',, HDclibcrnte pl~nning md. 

violent execution". This positi0n c:i?::"..::.ani'l.ed 2.11 roac'ts north, west, 

nnd. south of CO!-'.J:iE?.CY. Zle::1ents 0f an cne~.Jy SS Division launched 

sevcr2.l lioit ed att2.cl::s curing the ni&ht but with little success. A 

stron~; c0untero.ttack by Tc:-,sk F0rce Jaques e.'.'..rly the foll0wing r:v:irn­

in6 cau[';ht the ene::;y :pcrson,1el in n f,efilc 2.ncl c-.l::1ost cocrletdy c:',e-

This wns t::> 'Jo the lc-.st l!!0ve for s0r.,e tir.10. Alth0u;:h tho 

C:.isor;c1.nize,~ arr' p2.nic:-::y cneoy \"'GS still within ro.nge, the 4th 

J..-:ur;;rc~. Di vision wc..s force.-:' .. to brecl:: nff the c;::ploi tc'_ti0n ::-.nrJ .. e:0 in­

to 0. biV0U£'.C o.reo. ir. thc vicinity of COMii::B.CY - :l:Gi..?LAir;co;;;?.':.'­

Vc.UCOu'LBD?.S o .. uo to l2ck of 6<'..soline ~n·:~ lu·oricnnts . The s:-icco. rif 

i:, s 2.c1.v:~ncc hlcd ovcrc::tcndcc'~ the su::::iJly lir:c sf '-1':-.ircl_ .Ar-::.y . 

1:.1hile in bivr:-u2.c, plc.ns :hr the cr,,ssin;: o f the MOS"'T ,:__,E 

nivc r <'.n :~ the seizin ,:: of t::.c CO:.s7:,n(in;:: ,·:r")tL'1(1- CC'.st of Fi-.. nCY (U3511) 

\·! , r.::: c',cvcl cpcd o.nd sub.::-1i t tC:'.:". t 0 l:ighor her:.r~quc-.rtcrs. 
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All ooveoent was restricted to a □ini□un, only sr.inll patrols 

of the Reconnaissance S~u.ndron were peroittcd the use of the erer­

c:.wbdling supply of gasoline. 

Despite appearances this period wns not spent in nioless 

activity. Extensive □nintennnce operations were perforr.ied to in­

sure thnt each nnd every vehicle would be reaty to ~ove on a noments 

not ice when tho word was forthconing •. 

On 11 Septenber, nd.eq_ue.te supplies were O.Gnin nade available 

i'.11d ortcrs were received to establish a b ridGchead across the MOSELLE 

River south of NA}ICY. CCll, through herculoo.n efforts of the division 

engineers, was able to cross at BAYON (z9688) nnd set up a bridge-­

he['}. ns c1..i rccted. CCA was instructed to cross south of DIEULOU.ARD 

(U7828) through n brid6cheD.d. r:ain.taincc'.. b;r the 80th Infm try Division. 

In a period of three weeks, the 4th Ar:::.orcc". Division had ex­

cecc'cec~. the anbi t ious plr.-.ns 00..0.e c.t ORL:sA:~s. SE~:s, 'i:'B.OYES, nnd nuD­

crous towns and villages hc.d fallen to the sl.:-.shinf~ r:1ight of its 

o.roored thrusts. -~ bric1.6 che.:-.d over the MOS:SLLE for further o.c'.v2.nce 

to the co.st hac1. ·oeco□e a reality. The c oncept of nttncking fro□ an 

unexpected c1.irect ion, at an unexpected ticc, nn·l in une:.qiected 

strc~Gth w2.s the key to the tactical surprise so often attained., 

The ten ~n.y c..el.:-.y ".ue to lack of sup;•lics h.'.'.d ;::; iven the 

cnc□y ticc to reorgan ize, consolidate, o.nd strcn~thcn his defenses. 

Fron this point on, the 4th .A.r;::orcd Division \'T.'.'.S forced to fight 

n bittc:::- and bl00dy cn;.:i.,;cDc:-it ench tine G. novc uo.s c,ttcoptec'. . The 

spcctc.culri.r advances □ 2.,:.c ::'.uring the cxploito.tion a.cross Frnnce were 

nt 2.n end.. 
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UOl'ES FOR CHJ:..PTER IV 

1Fro□ the Erenkthroueh to the MOSELLE with the Spear-point of 
the Spc<1.rhcnd - Lt Col Hnl C. Pn.ttison, CD.v~ CCA Executive. 

2Ibid. 

3rbid. 

4coobnt History - CC H.A" 
1 

Fourth ArDorcc:t Division. 

5Froo the Ercnkthroul':h to the MOSELLE with the Spenrpoint of 
the Sponrhcad - Lt CQl Hnl C. Pattison, Cnv,_CGA Executive. 

6r· .d· ~--. 

7cor.ibnt History, Fourth Arr.ored Division. 
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C l:iAP'i' ER V 

SUI•Il•:ARY ,;.}TI) CO:ICLUSIOUS 

The 4th Armored Division halted on the MOSELLE River lino 

and remained immobile for a period of ten day~ The overextended 

supPlY lines were unable to supply the necessary gasoline. Before 

them lay an open road to GEBMA...~, unimpeded by the enemy. :But for 

the time being at least. the great opportunity was lost. When they 

\•1ere again able to go forward, with gas tanks full and amr.mni tion 

racks replenished, the Nazi had reformed his lines. Many oonths 

of bitter fighting were to pass before real progress was to again 

be made. 

No stronger lesson on the i~portance of logistics to tactical 

operc.tions could be related. Here was nn .:crr.iored division, one thr,t 

ho.d nlrcE,dy r-adc history, on the thrcshhold of what r:ic.y well have 

been tho prelude to fin1.'.l victory in the \•res ·;; . The ene□y was reeling; . 

his forces disrupted and. disorga....-1.izcd. Ho v,o.s no longer ccpnble of 

□aintaining a continuous battle line nor did ho possess sufficient 

□obility to stD.J' the oighty thrusts of our ar□or. It is now only a 

r.;attcr for conjecture how long and ho\v far the 4th Ar::1ored Division 

could have continued. co..stwc:rd had their logisticcl suuport b 8en ado-

q'.1£'.tc to t::.e occo.sion. · This is in no wny o. criticise of our 3upply 

forces in FR.;,.NC:S, They pcrfor;:-:ec1 .r::ngnificently, supplying the ever--

growing nu7bcrs of J,.ncricc...~ units on the continc~t. Sufficient 

tr::msport Wc\S not aYo.il1.'.ble to keep extenC:1.i~ supply lines in order 

tho.t cor.:bo. t units woclc1 not '.nave to halt f or logisticn:1 reasons, 
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1Toncthcless, the enforced ten dny delc.y ennbled tl:e hc'.rried Gernnns 

to reforn a scnblance of a line and to non their SIEGFRIED LINE 

defenses. 

In the preceding chapters we have followed the 4th Ji.r□ored 

Division in its historic drive fron AVRANCHES to the MOSELLE River. 

,·Te have viewed their i□portnnt actions ancl considered the □nny 

vcxc.tious probler.is of supply and oaintennnce. \'Tc h.:1.ve seen how 

coraoc.nders ::iet and ovcrcane tactical :problc:.1s, the solution of 

\·thich re(luired nature and balanced judgenen t. The task of keeping 

the divisional units aclequately suwlicd with fuel, aDI:lunition, and 

e(luip□cnt, and assuring necessary r.1edical nnd ordnnnce r:iaintenance 

support posed nUDerous problcns of .,.,hich tho field nanunls lmd ·not 

forewarned the1'1. Consequently nany expedients uerc devisecl_ and 

ocplcyed in order thnt th0 4th Ar□ored Div1sion could ~aintain its 

ferw2.rd oooentur.;. lfony of these expedients as set dO\•m below have 

since been accepted as vnluable und proven to.ctics and techniques 

to be _ac'sdcc. to the d.octrines of ar.::ored warfr.1.re. 

Mission Ty:ie Orders 

The fighting during the ;.1onths of July oncl August taught 

nn.ny inportant lessons, not only to t~o 4th luuored Division, but 

to the entire U.S. Arny. For exai:1ple, it HO.S discovere~ during the 

first c.nys in the COTEr:TB' Peninsulc., nnd oven in i{ORHAJ'P.JY, that 

r.1:ission type orders o.rc best suited. to the o.r~:.ored division. General 

Pc.tton recognized this principle so thorou5hly tho.t aroored units 

of his Third Aru.y were usuclly ordered to continue u.'1t il stop-pee. by 
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eneoy nction. ·rhis prevented aroored units froo hnving to halt when 

2.d.vc:i.nccs agr-.inst the cncr:;y were still possible. Phc.se lines ,.rcre 

usocl r.1erely as points from ,,,hich to report pro6rcss and wP-re not 

used. to restrict the novcment of arr.iorcd colun.'ls. Continuing 

along the snme line of thought it was fount1- inndviscnble t o c on-

tnin nrnorcd units within certain narrow zones crn.-nped by bouncl.nries 

or other liDiting points which restricted the inherent mobility of 

nrmor. 

Secondary Roadi:, 

Mnin highwP.ys were often found to be goocl oxes of ndvnnce 

but they too often le~. to strong ener.iy roP.d blocks and perhnps 

c-,::r:Oush. Sccondc.ry roC'..ds e;rew in fc.vor ns routes of c.dvance often 

proved to be the po.th of lenst resist,~.ncc o.ntl })roc:.uccd n □nximum 

oi surprise. It wns o.lso fos.:..nd thc.t seconclt'.ry roCLc:Ls lent them.-

solves to grc;-;_ tcr rnpic.it;;· of the af.,vr-ncc. 

Coobincd Ar□ s ~nctics 

'l'h,/:, t,j,·a .:ir. '.n,; c0l unns should. nlwc.ys be mo.0.e up of coo-

posi ti-:ir, s ,:.'.· ·::!-v- L . .:·sr, ,: i. 611 of o. tnrgct. ~t. ,-1.::1.s le:,.rnccl early in 

t o rc ::. J.::(.! cnc::y re;:;is ·c"ncc with the g,:c.:o.tcst r.:-,p i ~'. it:-.' C'..nn the 

lo.'.'.st :x .. :;':"·r of co.:;u,ltics. 
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Advnncin,g Colur:m.s ·Led by Tnn!<:s 

Previous to the 4th A.morec. Division ·urc,:-,.l:thr-iugh nt 

AVRA.NCHZS there was a coonon conception thnt it wns uneconooical 

for ten.ks to lee.cl colur.ms ago.inst very strong opposition. Exper­

ience proved that the tank w,.s the very best lend-off weapon in 

cert.:'.in types of operations. The exploitc,tion prose in a break,.. 

through the eneny lines is a good example. This.is especially true 

,-,hen Air Force fighter planes are provicling colu.T.n cover and the 

organic liai~on planes hovering over the head of the advancing col­

U!"..n provide eyes for the an1ored chc>_riots. 

Tanks in Attack of Cities 

Several interesting conceptions on the cnployne:nt of arnor 

were proven to hnve their exceptions durir..6 this drive across FRANCE. 

One of these ,,,o.s thot D.rrior should not be enploycd in the attack of 

cities. In the capture of ORL:2.Ali'S on 16 August 2110. 9.gain in a 

si:.1ilar actirm a 6ni:nst TROYES on 25 August this idea wris proved 

f.".lsc. Led ·::-y a C)L-:::.mclcr willing to tnke o. co..lculatcd risk, tanks 

can bo used \o a d]finite advantage in the o.ttack of cities. The 

4th .Ar,.1oreC: Divis~ .,·,·. did not lose a single to.nk ii1 either of these 

nttacks in s:7:i.te oi e:ne;:-:y 2.I1titank guns; the Po.nzerf[',ust at TROTIS, 

oy nn ,·!..!"stit :::.nk ditc!"', was outsti:'.ndingly successful. 
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C,.l cul n t ed Risks 

Bold!1css in execution and the n.ccept2.nce of c2.lculated 

risks b;r unit cocoo.nders should be accepted doctrine by all con­

cerned. The operation at TIREPIED on 30-31 July oy the Eighth 

Te.nk Battalion is an excellent example of a Bn.ttalion CornP.lander 

recognizing that certn.in risks were present. By driving reso­

lutely through the darkness and accepting the grur.ble presented. by 

the un.lmown the seizure of the objective was of sufficient ir.!por­

te.nce to warrant tne acceptance of the risk. 

Flexibility 

An exce~lcnt cxa□ple of flexibility is the opern.tion in 

the vicinity of A.Vrt..iUiCRES on the 30-31 July ,-1hen CCA broke up into 

four separate tr..sk forces to converge upon \;ho S:SLUN::S River cross­

ings. Upon the seizure of these critical objectives the task 

forces pror.rptly reasscooled 2.g.1.i:1 as CC.A anc1. by 10: 00 1 Aug were 

moving o:i. REH12S. 

fr.-ploymcnt of Ar:~orcd Infc.ntry 

':lhilc it is true that t::.e leac'cin6 conbat comr.icmcl w2.s 

gc:1crall~· hc,vily ,-ieistted ,.,i th tn.nks t1:.c vnl uc of the nrnored 

inf2ntry scc~ed to increase as the ca□pnign pro~rossed. The 

seizure of ioport:.i.nt objectives ,,,ould. h2.ve oeen useless \•!ithout 

the presence of 2_rr.1orcc. ir::>n try °i:' ) hole. the grom10., supportec. by 

tmiv::s, :i:n nu.r:;orous i:--.stances it '.·•n.s found. dcsir eable to attnd: 

i::1fc.ntryr:c:1 fro, .. i::1f-:-cntry divisio::i.s to tr:e l..:.t:;. Ju;.,orcd Division 
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to secure objectives and permit the armor to continue the advance. 

The containment of RENl!ES in conjunction with the 8th Infantry 

Division is a good. example. The then shortabe of armored infantry 

in the armored division necessitated the procurement of additional 

infantry fr~ other sources. The new Tables of Organization for 

the armored division has somewhat alleviated this situation by the 

addition of more armored infantry. 

Field Artillery 

Although the armored division of 1:;orld ~for II did not con­

tain organic medium artillery (155-mm howitzer) it was found de-­

sireable in nearly all actions to have medium artillery supnort 

available. Corps meQium artillery battalions were employed and 

the ass·6ciation proved to be quite satisfactory. Fire sup~.ort 

was as effective and continuous as if it had been organic. AI-

mored and armored infantry co;;mianders were often unaware of the 

status of their artilJcry, whether attached, organic, or sup~ort­

ing, nor did it matter. The fire support was effectively present. 

Since tho war, however, the armored division organization has in­

cluded one medium artillery battulion, self-propelled, This is 

considered aiviseable so t:hat in tnc future ar;-;10red cornr.1anders 

will always be assured of Qivisi::mal orga:1ic mocl.ium artillery 

support, 

3-".lploy:nent of Reconn&issance U;,its 
with 2n Ar~orec Division 

Arnored cavalry (light) was used constantly and effec-

tivoly. In a.edition to their tracitional reconnaissance missions 
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the attached cavalry uni ts ,,,ere used for multiple other tasks. 

The division learned. to use the:n in front on the very easy going 

or when it had several hours of time in which the cavalry -could 

be sent ahead to check routes and areas to give the following 

armored elanents several miles of clear going at the very start 

of an advance. One use which appeared at tho tirr.o to be rather 

novel was to dispatch them at night just before an advance to 

secure crossings cf s.'ilall strea,:1s and other ,:iinor water barriers, 

and then were used to screen or protect the C~)osed flank or 

flanks. The cavalry was likewise used to ne.intain contact be­

t\'1oen the .,,idoly separated colu'llns and task forces of the divi-

sion. 

Lo~istics General 

The armored division cannot extend i t self for long and 

protracted a.rives without heavy logisticc1.l support. This not only 

includes the all importa..,t gasoline, but also ordnance support. 

Ihc □ore □ iles the □ore maintenance. Ad&itionnl ordnance support 

is I:l.'l.ndatory if the tank is to smash its WP...";{ 1:1 ile,s to the ener.1y 1 s 

roar. 

AttGch8d 'I'rP.nsuort2.tion 

The Fourth Arcorcd Division was forced to resort to all 

sorts of field expedients in order to kcop their over c;xtended 

sup::_:>ly lines functioning. It wocld appear tl1en that the trans­

port~tion truck battalions as no.,. constituted shotld be 2.ttached 

to the a rcorcd division especially wh8n it oeco:ncs 2.pparent that 
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the supply lines will be stretched beyond their capacity to give 

the proper logistical support~ Air lifts may be resorted to, but 

this at best is a stopgap measure and the problcB of supplying gas 

to an armored colur.m on the move or to an arnored division rn!!l-

paging on the loose soon becomes prohibitive. 

Engineer Support 

We find that r.1any other lessons wore n].so learned during 

this eventful month of August 1944. Engineer support for exanple. 

lfonerous water barriers were crossed during the drive--hence a 

sc~uad of engineers was always kept forward "'i th tho leac.ing tcan. 

This squad cf'.rricd considerable bridging equipLJcnt with it. Many 

nilo~ and hours wc~e often scvcd by this proccc1.urc; 

Medical Suppcrt 

It was found best to have a nediccl coDpcl.Ily actually at-
- ·· ·· ·---~-·-

tached to the leading co□bRt conr.w.nd since the coobat commands 

often outran the d.ivi sion trains by r;,e.n~' onny :Jiles. The sedical 

conpany thus attached was placed in the co,.1bat coJ"J.r.innd trains 

clong with the service companies of tl::e e.tk.ci:1ed units. 

Ordnance Support 

The ordn2.nce ;:-~intem:.nce cor;;p.'!ny wo.s likewise often 

c.ttnched directly to the conbct cor..mand it supported anc', r.ioverl 

,-;itr. the combat co!J.Dand. trE\ins. 

Signr:l Support 

It is recor.1!:lcnded that armorec. signcl re~x1.ir anc. supply 

units be □ oved clone; with the supporting ordn2.ncc maintenance 
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coopanies since radio is the pricary o~ans of cormunication in 

.:i.r;.:orc,c, units. 

Movement of Trains 

Early in the go...':lo it had been believed that to keep the 

field trc.ins e,f tho coobnt co□.':lands in the co1unn during the ad­

v2.nce was foolhardy; however, experience ;)rovocl other,,rise. The 

best place for the□ was to tag right along at the tnil of the 

fighting colu--Jn. The shock of an nr~ored colur.in rolling through 

the country was such effective i:wdicino against the enel!ly thP.t 

they selc'.oD recovcre:'. sufficiently to inflict c.. {;rent deal of 

dc.nage on the field trc.ins and tho closer tho trcins to the 

fie:hting e:i.er.,cnt s of the colwnn. the so.for they were. Seldoo 

wns a large security force for these service elor:cnts nee1:lecl. 

CC.A., for exn:::ple, e!:Jploycd one pl2.to on fro□ t he nntiaircraft 

b~ttery and one :platoon fro::: the 2.ttc1.ched to.nk a.estroyer co::i­

pan~r as train g-uo.rds c1.n::l CSA' s trains oft on cxceoc1cd 300 ve-

hicles. \·/hon not ;Joving it was founc. tho.t the snfost way to 

:prot ect these supply U.'1its was by coiling. This systoo like­

\ rise provec. very e~- ::·"ctivo for tte balo.nc,., of the cor.ibat co;:imanc'c . 

No vehicle w2.s a.llo\!Ccl "to h,:-,_l t on the ro8£'. i-f there was a way 

off. If "t~, E :'le .::tc. 0:· t::if, :::olu::m stopped, tr-.c uni ts behind kept 

novin6 +,o .?. :::,o i:1t wnerc they coulc.. get off tho roaa. into an 

2..sseo"b:::· 2..r2a an::. put ou"t local securit;r. This was caller. 11 coil-

ing" ,me'. se;rv 2d to k eep t:i.c culu::-,n to tho oinii".1uo length at .?.11 

~i□es n.nd ttus to ::ic'.k2 the advance ssoother fro~ a Darching 
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stnndpoint~ Th:..s systcr;i hclpeC: st91,p up the Sl)()ec1 of the nc1.vo.nec I 
since it was disc ovcrecl. shortly after the HORM.~lJY brcakthough that 

L,uch of the security of the armored columns W'.S c'tcrivec'. from this 

speed of the ndvnnce. 

Mnp Sup-::ily 

Another iten of supply that seriously restricted the ro.pid 

I 
I 
I 

a.dvi:-.ncc of The Fourth Ar::iorca. \Jt'.s the shortngo of r.ia:ps. Several I 
tiDcs the d.ivision nctuc.lly ran itself right off the !:lap, In fu-

turc oper<'.tions, n,-,p sup:ply r:mst nlw,,ys be continuous anr up to 

dntc in order to □eet c.ny c~ergency, 

The 4th Arr.10red Division nc'~v-".nccc"i. 1057 co;.:bnt miles in 

I 
I 

thirty five ctnys. This wns the actt1c.'.'.l s:pccc10~.1ctcr d.istnnce of the I 
c.xis of uovenent o.nc1. ,;.ocs not represent by perhc1.ps nn adr.itional 

25% the actual d.istc.ncc covered. by the co□b:.-.t Yehicles. Due to I 
the mobility o.nd flexibility of nr;1or it W,'.'.s ~1ossi"ble to thrust 

the 4th A.rrilored. Division c.cross FRJ._i-:CE \vith c. ninir:mr.1 of IJcrson- I 
nel o.nd vehicle cns~lties in this r().:.iarka.ble ti::10 0 There were I 
frequent changes in direction, but c'.uc to the chc.r2.ctcristics 

of flcxibili ty of orgc..~izo.tion ,:n~1 r.:obil i ty of c.rn or, the 4th 

Ar;::orcc'\. Division wns nble to c..rive into, ::_rounc'., throu§:h, and 

l)ursue the oner;;~· forces, keeping the Gerr:ic.:i. off bo.lancc c-.nd in n 

sto.te of confusion. Tte nd.nt;e "Dclibcrc. t c ?lc.~::-,in§;, Violent 

:SXccution 11 wcs 1cccq_untcl:-' proven in tl:is OJ?cro.tion of 1forlc1. Wo..r 

II. Toc;_ay 1 s arDorc:d c'civision i,rell bc.lo.ncec'.. ,•ith ::_:roportionnte 

re:;::irescntntives of the a.r:::s c.n.', services; uith incren.se1:'c nrna".lent; 

better araor; nnd with no loss in oobility co.n not be excee~ed 
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for shock nction, fire :-,o,-.'er, nnd. r.::obi 1.ity. As.'.'. wnc.:!)on of c.ostruc-

tion .'.'.nd exploitation the arr.::orcd division constitutes the ~ri~e 

offensive ;:-ower in 6 roun·'. warfare nnd is tho "Suncl.ny Punch" of the 

United Stc.tes A:rcy. 
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.<l-.TNZX NO. 1 

T3?.R.UU STUDY OF NORTHWESTERN i:.FD CE~1TRi.L FRANCE 

This annex is a terrain appreciation study of the terrain 

of Northwestern and Central FRA..~CE over v:hich the Fourth Arraored 

Division foubht and extendin~ Eastward to the ,•MOSELLE River. For 

the purpose of study, this aren is sub-c',i,,riclcd into :five mo.in 

topo:§:rnphic regions nwely liJ'OP.MAlIDY ,. IlRITT.AF!, :. the LOIID:: Bas in, 

the PARIS :Bnsin, Rn~:. VOSGES Mounkins r-.ncl LORRAIFE region,. These 

r.iain regions n.re further sub-divicted into su1.."--rogions which are 

discusser. in the order of which they were fou;J:.t over by the DiYi­

sicn.. The first of these sub-regions to be c1-iscussed is the 

southwestern portion of the NORM.ANDY Peninsul[', bc:::;inning with the 

01·eolcthr,lJ.€h fro□ AV:."\.b.NCHES, 

s::::::,m-r::s River Vdlcy 

The ke;r terrr:in fe2,ture e,nc', the 02,in o:)st2.cle to the ad-

vwce of our forces to the south fr'Jl:l AVR\JiC~SS o.nd into the hmrt 

of FRAliJ'CE fros the NOF:i1\JJ:IDY Peninsula is tho STim::E Riv,r. The 

hc2d.wc.ters of this river 'Jriginate sriuthcmst of MORTAINS and flow 

clue west into the Atl2.ntic Ocean nt POlfi:'A3.;.'L"L~ soi;.th of AVRAlICHES . 

. Uon2: the river are sevcr:il hyd.ro e lcctr.ic c~.::u;is ,,hich bi:,ck up the 

WC'.ters of this river, _and nctually bec,oe the obstnclcs rather 

t!'-<-,n the river,. I:i0"rever, the c.'l.aEll:lccl up wnters cculc', ei!sily be re­

lc2cscd -:.a flood the n2,rrow SELlJl:TE River vo.llcy, _ which w,ul<:' then 

c,".use the river t0 bcc'J □ C the oajor obstacle to .'.".n:,· adv..-!lccs to 

the south, 1 
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The Rennes ~asin 

The sec0nc area to be c0nsidered in the southerly advance 

of our. forces into the he£-.rt of France is the urea which comprises 

the :'.:ElThTES 3asin. 2 This nroa trmches tho onstorn edge of the 

ERITTi,.NY Peninsulc., and on the west it borders tho ~YE}IlJE...SARTHE 

The principle rivers in tho nrea nro the RJ.NCE River 

which flows north into the ~n~lish Chn.nnel, nnc1_ the VILLADT.S River 

which flo,,.,s s:iuth into the :Bny of llisc2.J"·• The lc..r5cr nn<:'!. 1 ~nger 

river, tho VILLliIN:S, ;:'.rains two-thirc1_s of the entire arec, and has 

nnny tributari2s--sone of wl:ieh are connGcteci_ -:)y cnnals. Thero 

is no dry period in the river. 

South of !G}J:i:E:S, the VILL.A.IlIB River has a water gap of 

about 200 feet, wid ening out to the mouth. In the vicinity of 

RIJ)Ol1T1 converging plains of several small rivers \·rhich are cubject 

to flooding become obstacles to a rmor ed movem8nt in rainy weather. 

fhe stream crossin6s present no serious problems, excc:;>t the OUST 

Riv er 1-1hich has a water gap of 85 feet at JO:ESLEJ, while at 

PI.: OBRSZL the water 6ap is 150 feet .3 
The RElTISS 3~sin is characte rized by rolling terrain and 

countless sr:iall fields. Hedgcro,,rs form a geometrical pattern with 

man:,r land.line e:nbanl-:monts. The su-o-soil is cor.i.poscd of rock with 

EJ81Y rock out-croppings. 

Moveme nt i.n tho direction of !l:SN~~S is favored by the road 

net, wn ile ere ss-couD.tr:,; mover:ient is fav'Jrod. in tho dir e ct ion of 
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PLOruMEL, JOESLili, LOCMIEE, and HENNEBOi:!,. The city of !tENN'3:S is 

tho hub of the cor.t"!lu.nications and road net. 

The most serious obstacles in this area are the rivers and 

their tributaries, sunken roads, hedgerows, and stone walls, 

Observation and fields of fire arc restricted to small 

area. due to the rolling nature of the t~rrain, while cover and con­

ccnlment is afforded by sunken tree-lin.cd roads, and by the forests 

and wooded areas which are scattered throughout the area. 

South of the P.EJi!F:'ES Basin is an c~ansc of hilly country. 

This area is bounded by the VILLAINZ River on the west, by the 

Fl.li.YEHi:JE iiiver on the co.st and by the !Gln::ZS :Sasin on the north. 

The tributaries of the 'lILLlJN::J and K.I\.Y:2;:}'i"Z Rivers forr:i the prin­

ciple dr::-..inagc systel!l, .md cut the region into a systeo of east­

~•:est ridges. 4 Except for i:.hc river crossing, cross-country ~ove­

r.:cnt is unrestricted. Concealment is li1:1itoc1- to tho few scattered 

forests in the area, while ground cover is excellent due to the 

haturc of the tcrr2.i.n. 

The area has an excellent road net. The first class 

hi 6hw<'.'.ys converge on NANTES which is the cen t er of cor:u:mnicati0ns. 

Mc.yenrre-Sarthe :Ba~in 

?he next sub-re6 ion which req_·_~ires c o:1sicicration is the 

Y,A~Ellr~SArt:':-3 Ee.sin which lies in a tri2-ns l c forn cd generally by 

t i1e ci tics VI~ r.Y, .P.2:'!'G~S, and L:Ei'iAl~S. Both t he l-!Ji.Ellli3 and the 

S}..P.TEE ~ivers lie irr valleys which 2.vcr26 C 0nc c..nd a half r.:iles 

in widt~, forming :he . north and south corridors in the area, The 

iv 



entire area is well drained by these rivers ruid their tributaries. 

Soils rre of the impervious clny type and na2:c cross-country ;:iovt'­

ment in wet weather difficult. 5 The headwaters of the:se rivers, 

which nrc unfordable due to their constant water suppl:>-·, have cut 

steep vnlleys, However I in the southern, loucr courses of the 

rivers, the terrain flnttcns out into rolling, undulating country. 

Ih the northern pnrt of the region, observntion is nffordcd 

'by the higher hill onsses 4 ;;,hi.le in the southern flntter country, 

church stecpies must be depended on for □ost of the observation. 

Fields of fire arc gcner2.lly hindered 'by the hilly masses in the 

north end by the forested areas. These sw.c tcrro.in featb.res 

c'.fford good ground cover, while the forested o.reo.s provide excel­

lent conccalnent fron both o.ir and ground observo.tion, 

Cross-country oovcocnt in the southern pnrt is gencrnlly 

unrestricted, In the north ho,,ever, t:10 steep v~'.lleys lir:ii t the 

cross-country novc~cnt too. considcrnble degree. The rond net is 

excellent nnd. generE'.lly of the □acadcr.i type surf2.ce, but is not 

as c.cnse E'.S in the 2.ren of the !Gl'Il'8S Bo.sin. 

The Loire River 3~sin 

In tl:is study we sho.11 car.sider onl~ tho northern half of 

t ,1e region which lies north of the LCITI river, nnd to the south­

co.st of the SA..:-::.Ts 2.nc. :::."UISii:: :El.ivers. Gcnc~-~ly the land here is 

co2p- i sec. of lov., rollir..g pl~in s which arc dro..ino~1 by the above 

rivers and especid.ly by the LOI3. P.iver which ruz1s southwest through 

the cc::.ccr of the ['.rec-.. The cli::1['..tc of the region is oild. clnc. the 
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a year. 
rainfall is twenty to thirty/~ny@gf/ The Qost fr&quent rainfall is 

in the ,.,inter nonths but the greatest amounts of r2.in fall during 

the st:.DP.. er. 

The ground in this area is extensively cultiv~~ed and. is 

cut by numerous vineyards nnd cross-coµntry r.1ovement • ii; ·virtually 
:', ·' 

unrestricted except for a few sna.11 strcans ~-,hich requ}re bridging. 
; -, 

The flatness of the terrQin limits ground cover but affords good 
... -: 

fields of fire. \food.ed a.ncl forested areas provide excellent con-

ccnll:lcnt. 

Lo ir Hill Lnncls 

To the nort:h of the LOIRE River Bnsin is the area of the 

LOIR Rill lc.nc.s w:hich cooprises a 'brok.::m 2.nd indented plnteau which 

is open o.nd level in the eastern portion. The valley formed by 

the LOIR River foros a corrictor running cast o.nd \1cst in which cross­

co11-'1try □over;wnt is generclly unrestricteo.. H0\·1evor, on the western 

8d.ge of the region, cross-cou.::i.try □over:1ent is sornE;,•rhat restricted 

by forested ure2.s nnc'\. hec.gorows which ci.t the sw,10 time are minor 

ot•sto.clcs. Soils of the are2. c..re of the ir.)porvious clo.y type and 

tone!. to restrict cross-country r.1ovcr.1ont in \·Jot wo2.ther. 7 

Drcinagc of the area is considcro.Dly better in the eastern 

part, 2..'10. the ground firr.1cr for cross-country movoocnt. 

East of v:El'illO:lf.:t:, good. ground cover is n.vnilnblc c',ue to th8 

rolling nature of the torr~in, while c onc o.'.'.l r.1en-c is afforded by the 

wood.eel arec.s o.nd hedgerows. In the western ~o.rt, fields of fire are 

restricted. by the streo.:.: vc.l l cys n.nr:1. woodoc~ o.rco..s. 
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The road net is poor and in n bnc".. str'.t c of repair. 

The Paris :B:,sin 

From the LOIRE Easin and the L0IR Hill lo..'lds, eRStcrly ad­

vonccs in the rogions cast of 0:aLE£iS c.nd south of PARIS are re­

stricted to a oarked clegree by the rivers YOl~TE, SEilts, AUB:S, and 

the MJ:..F.N.S enc: the vc.llcys anc'. plains which lie bet,,;con theo. These 

had to te considered in the advE'.nces of the Fourth Aroored Division 

Lying between tho SEINE :?.iver nnc-. tho greo..t bend. of the 

L0I:F.Z River and between 0:RL:s.JJ15 P.nd P.b.RIS is ',.he PLAIN DE EEAUCE, 

possessing the characteristics of a plntcnu, Eotwocn ORLEANS and 

V"E2SAILLE, ant between CHA2TRES end PI~nIVZ?.S, the groun~ surface 

is nh1ost flnt, havin6 no rivers and very feu trees. The soil 

here is cooposeQ Giinly of fiss~red lioestonc, perGitting unre­

stricted cross-country rr.over.iCnt. g Grouno. cover c'cuc to the flntness 

of the terrnin in this are2. is not 2.vnilo.blc; however, observation . 

nnd fi8lds of fire arc excellent. Conco('.}nent is li~itcn to the 

fm·r trees scattered 2-D.inly along the river valley. There is a 

dense road. net v•i th tho r:ic.in hi5hwc:.ys convcrgin6 on the city of 

3o.st of the PLAIN D:S ESAUCE lies tho dry Chacpagnc country 

'i'his is 2. dry, se;;1i-2.rid rc6 ion of opr.n pl'."'.ins, fc.vorr:.ble f,H ootor 

'.".')VCDent. 

:Set Heon the s::;I~TI; nnr', the 1-:.A..PJ:8 River lies the region lmo1,m 

2..s the PL;;.E: DE EnE,. These t;,o rivers forr.1 the O2.i_n 0bstacles to 

c:,stcr:!..y ,.:ovmer.ts 2.11d. rcq.;.irc the use of ~~ric1gcs for crossing; since 
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they nre not fordable. The soils of the region consist nainly of 

clc..:,•, ;:-nc. tho c.rninnge is poor in wet wenther. The ep.~~ern part 

of the plain is henvily forested nnd linits cross-country mover.ient. 

Obscrvnt ion a.ue to the open nnture of the farr.i lend is gooc,. The 
, . . I, 

hills in this nrea nre of liraestone and arc one hundre~ , to one 

hundred und fifty feet in height,9 Covar nnd conceclnent due to 

the rolling nature of the t~rrain and the densely fore~_ted area 

in the eastern pa:-t, are excellent. The r:iuin hi6hwcys ,and the 

secondery road net are also excellent. 

Further a(',vnnceoent to t:ie east froi:, the KOOTE Valley 

"cccono increasingly oorc difficult. :Between the KJJUT.E a.nc. the 

MEUSE Rivers the terrain is hilly, broken, cs!lc'l. cut 'by small 

strcc:ir:s. The hills in this region rise steeply fron the floor 

of the MAR.NE Valley ruit'. rench heights ')f fro;! t,-ro hundred to four 

hundred net ers above sea level. Cro s s-COUJ."': tr.,· nove:.1en t is re-

s trictod to a degree, but the rond net ,-,lei ch runs in an easterly 

cUrection between tho hill □asses fnvors ::1ovenent 0 The area 

is well forestGd ancl. provides excellent c'.:lncoalnent from ground 

3.nc', air observ<'-tion. Tho ::iain roans in tr..is nreE'. nre first-

clcss highways and. converge on COMt-E~CY. The secontery road net 

is li!!lited by the natu:::-e of the terrc1in. 

Between the M:S-:.JS!: .?.n~. the MOSELL~ ::::.ivor, the c0untry 

levels off ,Jld becor:ios a r olling pl:::.in. ~r'-~t of COl.fi-'.ERCY thn 

teru.in is qui tc flnt c·ncl ht-. s r.w.n;y sr.2.ll ld~os which restrict 

crcss-cou..7.try ~oveoont. The entire c.ren is well foreste.c. nnd 
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c.ffords excellent cover and concealment from bot~ air Gnd ground 

ooservc.tion. 

In the area of the triangle formed by EEl"FCP..ATF..\U, NANCY, 

anci. MIRECOURT, the terrain is flat, open, and. cut b.y !:l~Y scall 

stro~.ns. Though they are not serious obstacles, tooy· ~o restrict 

cross-country novencnt •. North of a line betueen t'!EUF.CHAT:EAU and. 

lURZCOu3T is a hill ;:io.,ss which rises fro□ 100 to 150 meters above 

the floor of the plc.in. :Both 'lbservation c'.n,1 fie 7.cl s ()f fire are 

excellent, 
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A P P E N D I X I I 

;t Discussion of Maintenance Probloos 
3ncountered by The 4th Armored Divi­
sion in its Exploitation Across :i:'hc 
;\.reu of lforthc)rn France. 
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The mobility of the Armored Force depends on a number of 

factors, one of tho most im:portant being 2.deq_uote and efficient 

mc.intencmce support of vehicles. Not only does maintenance affect 

mobility, but also the shock effect of armor ~:;a~nod through mass 

. oy allo,.ring an efficiently operating unit to plo.cc tho maximum num-

' I 

bor of vehicles against the enemy at any one time..,· 

Records show the.t ·che 4th .Armored Divisions maintenance of 

vehicles was excellent 2nd that mointenance w2.i3 ti.yri!"le factor in 

r.io.int2.ining nobility. To the vehicul2.r cro,-.,s 0:i: the units of the 

4th j-_rmorcd. and to the support given by ,:;ho 126th Aroored Ordnance 

>io.intenancc Battalion credit ::mst be given. ~l'l::: right hook which 

tho Division r:12.de covered. over 1000 c.cross the hoc.rt of ?ranee. 

In lee.ding the 'I:iira. .i\.r::1y 1 s drive, le2.ding tc.nk[" registered sor.10 

1500 ;·.·,ilos on their spccdo::icters, 1,rhile the ovcr-loc)ded supply 

trucks ,/cich followed ':.he bc'.ttle trails of t!1C co:~,,bc.t coc:Jands 

rq;;istcn,d so::ie 3000 nilcs ,,;hen the :'.Ji vision },..::,_l tcd. 2.t the 

;.;c s:E2,LE :2.i vcr. l 

.i,.ftcr cst£'.blishin6 itself on tho Continent (15-13 July 

1 944) the 126th _;;.rr:1orcd Crdn2cncc lfaintcm2.ncc 32.ttce}_ion bc,;:2.n its 

job of supporting the Divisir:,!1. A variety of :problcr;:s presented 

thc;-:":solvcs, includi!lf chc tc.si: of constructb.; field. exncd.icnts. 

0~ 20 July 1944, the B2. ~t 2. lion bcg2.n constructin~ . 30 c2.lib~r 

~ochinc €,lill r.1011.,.,ts to fr.cilitc'.te hedge-rm·.r fi 6htin;. 2 0!1 the 25th 

cf J1.lly, ,1ith n1'.tcric.J.s sc'.lv2.gcd fror.; tr:.e bc.::,.chos, the :J32.ttnlion 
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undertooL the job of uuilding a hedge-row cutting device called n 

11 hcc.6 c-rooter 11 which rcJ.u..c.::-d th8 hazard of '~ho hcci;-;e-ro;1 b;y per­

mitting the tank to charge through the hedgerow ,_rithout stopping) 

~ith this ingenious device the hedgerow coc.sod to present the pro­

blcr;; to .r.iobility it formerly hc>.d. 

Cor.ipanies A and C were placed in support of Combat Commands 

A n.nd 3 respectively on tho 29th of July. On 30 July, Cor.ipnny C 

moved out to join Conbo.t Cor.~':land E. Thc.t night ,-,bile looking for 

CCI, Co;::po.ny C turned into the vill.--..gc of Si:3.:::•IL:fsY (T2224) which, 

unkno,-'Il to thee was held by at leas t e. co;;,p2ny of Gerrnms supported 

DJ' c. :-:iinir:m-:1 of tvo 88;-,w. .:,.nti k.nk gu._'1s. 'I'hc ensuing battle forced 

t:10 cor.:~J.'.'ny to scc'.ttcr in order to esco.pc t,ho trc.p. Sevcr2.l vehi­

cles ,,rcrc lost to enoqr action, Personnel co.suo.lticsa-:iountod to 

7 l:illod, 7 wounded., o.nd 12 r.1issing. 4 

Tho nonth of lmg1.:.st sk;rtcd 2. nc:\'/ pho.sc :.for the 126th. The 

Division was pursuins 2. rapidly rctrr.c'.ting cnc,,:y o.nd the □?.inteno.nce 

coi:rpanies s1.:.pporting the Co:,ib;'t Co:uc:'.nd.s i:l.:'.c:1. to 0:,ovc o::tcn. This 

fact presented new problc~s, and for the first time, the Bnttnlion 

experienced. ; 1orking under cor.,bf'.t cone.it; ions. 

In order for the :Bnttnl ion to best suc::::r-ort ':.he Division, 

it v._,ns decided to l:r:.vc CornpL_!1y _:,. su!)yort CC ... ~ c.nc:_ Cor:1pany :B to 

sup~}ort CC:3. r:enc',qu2.rters and Ecadquo:-ters Co,:p0 ... ,y .:'.nd Conp!'11y C 

took the rc~aindcr of the Division nnd the overflow from the other 

co~pnnics, Nnny systc~s were tried, but this one rc~nined the 

rul ,~ 5 
- -. 
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The proble::-.: of whn.t to do ,.,i th the M25 tnnk transporters 

\•1hic:i slowed down the compnni es in their moves v1as solved by pool-

ini; tho□ in Headquo.rtcrs and Head.qUc"l.rt ers Cor:rp2nY; and cl.rawing them 

c".s neGded. This solution worl::ed. out satisfo.ctorily in ether w/".ys 

ns \·1011, for exe.mplc, the Supply Sect ion of tho :St:>.ttal ion used the 

tr2.r..sporters to hnul heavy supplies such ['.S tnnk cnGines and tracks. 6 

Following tho attr,ck on VA.!:I'.BS, CCA r,1ovod on to e.ttc'.ck 

10:iiEET. In this nction, A Co~;_:nmy of 'Ghc 126t11 .'lorns left with the 

rcr.:ninc'.cr of the Entte.lion c,.t VAl·r!:T3S fro!:: 1:hich it was felt the 

co:::pnny could support the cor.-;b.::.t co::lf:lanc"\.. 7 

After the ntk .. ck on LORIE:!IT, CCA ,.1ovcc1 out with the orc1.er 

to conto.in NL.NT3S. Du.ring this phase Cor:1:9.'.'.ny A of the 126th re-

;nc-.incc1. at VA.1"1CS, ·out its support of the cor..r.1;:,.,nd wns inadcq,unte. 

Vehicles of tl::e coobo.t cm:1~::-nd had to be to,-,ecl bo.ck to VAl'J'NES to 

be ropc~ired. The~.c vehicles coulc1. h2.vo been Doro easily repaired 

8 
ii tho m0.inten2.ncc co::cpany hnd. boon brought U:P for closer support. 

1he eastward ~rives of the Division continued w~th great 

space',. Ey tho 17th of August, the :Division, <'.'.ftcr a long r::arch 

c, 1.rring v1l1ich nothing but hnsty r..2.intcnar1cc on vcr.iclcs was c1.ccor.1-

plishcd, c.sserr,bled in tho vicinity of 0::21:5'...'.J.,'iS, ::Sccnuse of this 

lone; nm, tho entire Division wc-.s in a poor st::-.te of maint<'nc1.nce. 

Every ef::"ort wos ::in.de to r,ut the: vehicles in top sho.pc. '3 

During the pcrioc\ 17-23 _t,.ui;u.st, the 126th h:tc', accUrQate 

c. 6rcr·.t ·oncklo 6 o:£' to.rJ.: ,,,or~:. At tr.is ti;:;::: the 501st Orc.no.ncc 

Co;.,:Po.:1y i-'}\T wns c1.tk.chec'. to the :Bntt,'.'1.lion to c'.ssist in catchi!lg up 
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on 22.ir:.ten.'.lnce ::-.nd rcpcirs. Until no,,, the 3c.ttalion h.'.J.cl been m['.king 

tir.ib the Division moved ,'.[:;nih, dcad.linecl vel:icles were <1.t n minir.ium. 

Froo the vicin.ity of ORLE..t...HS move;:-i.::nt of the Division wv.s 

~gnin very rapid, nnc. by tho enc'. of the nonth, tho :Bnttl'.lion wns 

in the vicinity of COME:E?CY. The 126th hncl noved ~lrnost continuous-

l;y; r:1nny tines ,,,hen vehicles fell out of the colur.1*, r1echnnics .,,ere 

6.rO})l)Cc:. off with the ver.icles ,,,hich were rcpnirer.. and allowec", to 

cont Lmc to cc.tch the colu;:m. If n vc,hiclc co-.:.ld. !lot be repniren, 

11 
i t was repartee. nnr. left to be picked. up by the 3nttnlion. 

For the :::onth of August, the Bntt~lion rcpairca. the follow-

. . 12 
1.ni:;; eq u:i. p::ien t: 

256 Vehicles nnd tn~ks. 
22 i.rtillery pieces. 
63 S!:.dl nr:,s. 
Sf. !nstrUDents. 

103 '.iz,tches. 

La ck of fuel nae: b;y now sl:.01,,ec', th :; uc,.rc, of tho. Div is ion, 

,.1"6. it r e,:r.-. incc'. b the vicinity of CQI.\:;SRCY. 

In the ~1ioc1. 2 - 1 0 Scptcobe r, the 12St1-. continued the ,job 

of re::1.uci.,i; the Division 1 s vcr..iclc d.c;,.c:linc list by ch2.n r; in; 

c;-.!i;- i ncs C'. !1f .. =~~·.:~ing v.c!':.i cl c s rcpl r'.CC!~cnts in prcp~~rc:-'..tions for fur-
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FOlli\l'H ARMORED DIVISION 

Orgnnic Units: 
Eighth Tanlc Battalion 
Thirty-fifth Tan1: Bc1.ttalion 
Thirty-sevent h Tank Enttalion 
Tenth Armo r ed Infantry Battalion 
Fifty~first :.rmored Infantry Battalion 
Fifty-third Armored Infantry Battalion 
Twenty-fourth Armored Engin~er Battalion 
Twenty-second Armored Field Artillery :Battalion 
Sixty-sixth Armored Field Artillery Bnttalion 
Ninety-fourth Armored Field .Artillery Battalion 
Twenty-fifth Cavalry Reconnaissance Squo.dron 
One-hundred Twenty-sixth Armored Ordn['.11cc Mnintenance 3attalion 
Fourtµ- Sixth Armored Medical Battalion 
Headqun.rters nnd ~eadqu.arters Battery, Division .Artillery 
CCA Headquarters and EeadqU.?.rters Company 
CCB Headquarters and Headquarters Company 
CCR Headquarters and HeadquArtcrs Compnny 
Division Headquarters Company 
One-hundred forty-fourth Armored Signo.l Company 
Trains Headquarters and Headquarters Company 
Forward Echelon 
Rear Echelon 
Military Police Platoon 
Division Band 

Attached Units in Combat: 
7o4th Tank Destroyer ]£>_ttal ion 
489th Antiaircro.ft Artillery C\.':·!) ::Battalion ( SP) 
3804th ~uartermaster Truck Com~e.ny 
444th Quartermaster Truck Company 
995th Engineer l'read,,ray ]ridge Coms,any 
696th Armored Field Artillery EnttQlion 
1st Platoon 16th Field 5osnital 
456th .o\.mbulance Company -
5th Detachment, 166th Signal Photo Company 
Counterintelligence Corps Detachment No. 504 
Interrogation of Prisoners of '0Tc:.r I'eruns no, 56 c.nd 61 
Ord e3 :r- of :Battle TeQ.!ll No. 24 
.• ir Support Party No. 2, XIX Tactico.l .\.ir Command 
Photo Int elligence Tear:i :io. 56 
Juive.nco Section Cor:ununic::ttions Zone 
Pr osthetic Team Fo. 4 
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t,L;.JCR G:r;;H:GV.L JOHN S. 'JOOI) 

John S. Woof, WciS born on 11 Junu.:cry 1G3o, Grr.dur,tec1. fror:i 

-~he United Stntes Military Acnclcoy on 12 Jurw 1912, and commissioned 

Second. Licutenc'.nt of Artillery. He was pror.10tc,-:.. through the gruc',es 

to }fo.jor Gonorc.l in Juno 1942 . . 

General 1:lood comr,mnc',ec'c the 2d Arr:1orc0. Di-vision Artillery 

clurin6 .April - Jtu1c 1941, c.ssi€,-ncd to I Ar,:,orccl ' :Corps, Fort Knox, 

Kentucky, June Novc.-:ibcr 1941
1 

cor:i:::nnc'tcd 5th Ar.mored Division, 

Dcccnbc r 1941 to N2y 1942
1 

nnc1. th en assic.,-nccl 1:.s • '06ru::anc'.ine; Gener­

al, 4th Arnorcc', Division in trcining nnc', co::1bnt Trou Mrry 1942 to 

DeccDbcr 1944. 

G0nerc,l Jor""-i S. \}ood wns retired 31 .Au.5-ust 1946 1 ,,,it:: 

rc'.nk of lfajor Gencrc..l., General 1.food won DC'.ny decor1.1.tions during 

his lon~::Lll.c', r,istin,:c:.ishc~l oilit.:cry career, including the Dis­

tin6c:.ished. Service Cross, Distin;uished Service f.'ief1 . .:cl, Silver 

St0.r, :Bronze Star with cluster, _;.ir Mec1.c.l , :ith cluster, OfficPr 

of Lc[:ion of Honor (:?rcnch), .::-.nc1. tho Cr,i~: ,~c Gtccrrc with Pe.lo 

( 3c ltir-21) . 

liri~:2.c:icr Gcnoro.l 3:S.1JC:S C. C1L7.:=:s 

~ruce C. Cl['.rkc w2.s born at Adaos, Wm-r Yor:-: on 29 April 

1901, He enlistee. in the Ur.itcd St2.tcs Ar:.,y on 5 April 1918, n.nd 

wc.s C'.isch2.rged thcrcfron on 6 July lSlS, On 5 Jnnuc .. ry 1920, he en­

listed in the Ho.thn .:-.1 Gu£'.rC. of Ecw Yori,:-_ .:'.ncl serv c,l c1s priv.1.te 

first cJ.2.ss o.r,(~ corporc'.l in the 65th Ficlc". i.rtiJ.lcry. Ho ~r;,.-'u.:,t cd 

i1: 192l fro;:i Mo.st en Po.r1':: Hi;h Schoo+, 3uf:fc'.lo, ~:c\-1 York. Upon 
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c-;rncl_UD. tion fro::; the Uni tcd States Mili tc.ry Acc.dc~.:y on 12 June 1925, 

ho wc.s cor.i..':1i ssioncc'. n Second Lieutennnt of Eni;inocr$. 

In rcviewin6 his nssignments fro::1 thnt c1c.t .c, U."ltil the pre­

sent, the following arc of special significnace: 

1. Completion of Civil Engineering Course '.(.c.E. D,;igrec) 1927. 

2. Plncce'. in charge of the En 6inccrin5 Division, Galcston, 

~cx.:1.s, Juno 1936. 

. 3. 

University, 

::a.cccivcc'. the L. L. :B. Degree fron Le. Scl+e Extension 

1936. 

4. Grnd'U.'.:'.tcd Cor.1f:Ulncl c.nd Gcncrc.J. Ste.ff School, Fort Lenven­

worth, Kru1sas, Fcbl"UL'.ry V?40. 

5. Served for c. period. of UF;··roxir.:~tcly four □onths as 

~-~ili t2.ry Observer in the office of the Mili tc.ry l.tto.che in Lonc'l.on, 

• :Jrl.;:;lc.nc',, returning in April 1941, to Pinc C.:v.1p, lfow York where he 

c.ssunec'. comm,:nd of the 24th Ent;ineer E,'.).tto.lion <'.n '.1. becnme Division 

::Sngineer and, subse~uer-tly Chief of Stnf: of the L'.th Armored Divi-

!'ion. 

6. On 1 November 1943, he wns mncle Comr.:oncling Officer of 

Combat Co¢.mnnc', A, 4th Armored Jivision nnr'., in this cnp.~,city p <'-r­

ticipc.ted in m<'.ny of the actions in the ::s;urope.:-.n 'I'hec.tre outlined 

i_,, the preceec'.ing no.rr2.tive .. He wns pron:ot,ec1 to :Erigndier General 

on 10 November 1544 ecnc:1 .:::.ssi 5nec1. to the 7tn Ar:,,orecl Division. On 

20 Ju_"le 1545, Genere.l Clarke assumed corr:r..['_ncl. of the 4th A.rP-Jored :;:Ji­

\:isio!l., holc.in 6 this position until ori::1.erea. to the Pncific The<'.tre 

on 6 July 1945 . iie returnee'. to the Zone of the Interior on 26th 
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of September 1945'. During the ensuing period, his_ duties included 

De~uty in the Plans Section, Army Ground Forces; -6.cting G of S, Plans 

Section Sept. 1946; Deputy G-3 AGF Oct 1046• 
' ' -,1 ' 

A.ct ing G-3, AGF, 

.April 1947; Assistant C of S, AGF, .August 1947 to 15 January 1948 . ~.-~ 

Assistant Commandant, ·rhe Armored School, Fort Knq·:ic, Kentucky, on 

1 February 1948, where he is presently stationed. :· ' 

During the war, General Clarke gai·1ed the ~eputation of being 

one of the outstanding Armored Commanders in the':European Theatre 

2.nd was considered by &eneral Patton as the outstanding tank commander 

in the Third Army. 

In his present position at The Armored School, he is in di­

rect char6e of the instruction of officers and enlisted students 

anQ has had a profcund influence on the concepts and teaching of 

Armored Doctriue. 

General Clarke has received the follo,-ring decorations and 

a,_-rarc'. s: Disting.i.ished Service Cross, Ili!=-tinguished Service Medal, 

Silver Star with two Oak Leaf Clusters, Legion of Merit, J3r0nzP Star 

,,ith t,.·o Oak Leaf Clu~tcrs, .Air Medal, Commendation Ribbon, Defense 

1,;ec"l.&.l •:i th or.i.c star, European Medal ,_.,i th four stars, Pacific r::·heatre 

Eco.al, American l'hea';;re lfo dal, Victory Med.al 1.forlc"l. \far I, Victory 

1-'.ecial 1.1orld \far II, Phillipine Liberation 3.ibbon, C0n!=-piciou~ Ser­

vice Cross (New York State), and Distinguished Unit Citation. 

Forei~r.. :Decorations include: Lerion of :Sonor a!'ld Croix de 

Guerre with ?alm (French) , Croix cie Guerre ,·ith ?dm (Edgian) and 

Fourracere (French). 
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Maj or General HOLI-SS ::S. ::UAGZR 

5ol:iws :t. Dager was born in Asbury Parl~, }Te)'.' Jersey, on 

24 June 1893, He attended Barringin liigh School', Newar-M., Hew 

Jersey 1909 - 1911, N~w York Preparatory Ac2.dcmy 1-911 - 191 ~. and 

Do,,1ds Acadi;-my 1916. 

General Dager was a second lieutenant, Ne~, J~rsey National 

: ·, 
Guard, Juz:.e - October 1916, and served on the 'l'c"xas Border ,,.rith the 

51st Infantry in 1916. Reentered the Federal Service March 1917, 

and commissioned. second lieutenant, Infantr;\', united States .A:rmy, 

on 3 Jun<:! 1917, adve.nced to grade of Major ( temporary) October 1918, 

served overseas in \-.'orld War I from June 1918 - June 1919, fight-

ing in the M3\.JSE-ARGON1,E sector. Follo•.-ring the :-far General Dager 

,-.•as assigned to Camp Grant 1919 - 1920, Professor of Military 

Science and 'l'actics, Clason Point Military Acade:ny Westchester, New 

York,_ 1920-1924, graduc.tcd ~he Infantry School, Fort Benning, Georgia 

in 1925, assigned 29th Infantry Regiment, Fort Benning, 1925 - 1928, 

completed ii.dYancc Course, Fort ::Jenning, 1930, , ,i-ch the 65th Infantry, 

S2.n Juan, Puerto Rico, 1931-1934, Special ..:.'roops, 1st :Division, Fort 

2amili ton , New Yor:<, 1934 - 1935, graded Com:,,and and General Staff 

Gchool, Fort Loavenvrnrth, Kansas, 1936, Instructor, Com.r:iand and 

Gen eral Staff School, 1936 - 1940, Assis i:. ant Ci1icf of Opr:rations, 

Ee2dquartors First Army, Governor's Islanc1, i"ev.1 York, 19~1 - 1942. 

Then assigned as Commanding Officer, 4th Armored Infantry , 2d 

_.l .. rmored Divisi on, Fort Erm:.ing, Jan~ry-.Ii.:.ne: 1 942, Commanding Offi­

cer, Combat Command 11 5 11 , Sth Arr.iored IJi,.-ision, ?ort Y.no:x, Krnt\1'.::ky, 
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1~42, Commanding General, Combat Com;:iand "~ 11 , 4th Armored Division, 

1S42-1945, and Coi::m2.nding General 11th Armorod Division., March 1945, 

Promoted to Major General in May 1945, 

General Dager was retired on 31 October 1947 • .Among his 

man:,• decorations are included; Distinguished Sorvi~e Cross, Legion 

of Merit, Silver Star with Oak Leaf Cluster, Bronze Star with two 

Oa...~ Leaf Clusters, Chevalier Legion of Honor (Fr~ce), and Croix­

do-Guerrc with Palm (Belguim). 

Brigadier General ERNEST A. 3I:3Y 

Ernest A.. Bi,~by was born in Ne,,., Rampshire on 22 February 

Following his graduation from the Uni tod States Military 

Academy in 1918, he ,-.•as c0,.1r.1ission.:)d o. Secnnr1. :Sieutenc.nt ·or ?ield 

Gcner.,:l :Bixb;r completed the basic co"cu-se of the Field 

Artillery School, Fort Sill, Oklah'.)ma in lS:20, graduated from the 

Com;:ianc1. a.:id. Grncre.l Staff School, Fcrt LE::c,veni.•orth, Kansas in 1937, 

and. fro:.1 the _-'.lJ':ny Inci.ustrial College in 1940. He ·,- ,as \ ·1 i th the General 

Staff Corps during the period 25 Jam.:.ary 1S,4J_ - 16 April 1942, and 

irom 1 August 1942 to 17 Nov2nber 1942. 

Du.ring 1:/orld. Har II, he attainec. the ra...--ik of :Brigadier Gener­

al serving as Division Artillery Co□ir.andor of the 4th Armored Divi­

sion. On the 7th of September lS,44, he -occane the Di-vision Chief of 

Staff, o.nd on 12 Se:ptcmb,-r of the sa-:ie year he ,-1as transferrc>d to 

tl,c.- 90th Infantry Division as Division Artillery Co!i'_T;Jander. 
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General Bixby' s decnations include the Legion of .Merit, 

5ilver Star with two Oak Leaf Clusters, and the Brora;e Star Medal 
l 

,vith one Oak Leaf Cluster. In addition to the abne., General Bixby 

holds a Distinguished Unit Citation ribbon awarded during his 

tour with the 4th Armored Division. 

Lieutenant Colonel Alexander Graham 

Alexander Graham was born in Iowa on 9 January 1909. He 

graduated from the United States Military Academy in 1932 and was 

ccrnmissioned a Second Lieutenant of Field Artillery. In 1940, Lt. 

Col. Graham graduated frora the Field Artillery School, Fort Sill, 

Oklahoma. 

During v;orld ,;ar II, Colonel Graham served as Commanding 

Officer of the 94th ArrrDred Field Artillery Battalion of the 4th 

Ar:nar ed Divisicn, and as 4th Armored Division Artillery Co,1:mander. 

At !?resent, he is serving as the Director of ,ieapons Instruction at 

The Armored Sch'.Jol, Fcrt Knox, Kentucky. 

Colonel Graham's decorations include the Silver Star, the 

Legion of ~erit, nronze Star ~edal with one Oak Leaf Cluster, and the 

Purple Heart. 
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